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Preface 
Because of differences in populations surveyed, this report is divided into 
three parts. The first part presents survey findings for public school 
districts, the second part presents survey findings for nonpublic schools, and 
the last part presents survey findings for Nebraska arts organizations that 
work with the schools. The questionnaires are presented in Appendices B and 
c. 
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Executive Summary 
The major findings of the study are as follows: 
Public School Districts 
• Only 10 percent of responding districts had formal policies concerning 
arts education. 
• Eighty-eight percent of districts thought that the study of the arts was 
basic to education. 
• Most elementary students received arts instruction from regular 
classroom teachers, but music was taught most often by an arts 
specialist. 
• Most middle school/ junior high and senior high students received art 
instruction from teachers endorsed in visual arts or music. 
• Arts specialists in music received continuing professional development 
in most districts, but most regular classroom teachers did not receive 
continuing professional development. 
• About 60 percent of districts thought that nonfinancial support for arts 
activities was strong to moderate in their communities. 
• Most responding districts spent from I to 4 percent of their total 
annual operating budgets for arts education. 
• Generally, respondents thought that the main priority for making arts 
basic subjects in school curricula was to strengthen the arts education 
criteria in the elementary teaching endorsement, the next priority was 
to allocate more state funds to arts programs. 
• Most responding districts, however, said they would do nothing to 
strengthen arts programs in their districts. 
• Seventy-one percent of students were represented by survey 
responses. 
XV 
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• The percentage of districts offering arts courses decreased 
dramatically when requirements to do so were removed. 
• More districts offered continuing professional development to teachers 
in visual arts and music than any other arts areas. 
Nonpublic Schools 
xvi 
• Only 6 percent of responding schools had formal policies concerning 
arts education. 
• Most responding schools spent from 1 to 9 percent of their total 
operating budgets for arts education. 
• Course offerings in art instruction were ranked by order of 
frequency as follows: Music, visual arts, drama/theatre, creative 
writing, and dance. 
• Most elementary students received art instruction from regular 
classroom teachers, while most middle school! junior high and senior 
high students received art instruction from endorsed teachers. 
• Most regular classroom teachers and arts specialists did not rece1ve 
continuing professional development. 
• Only 18 percent of schools indicated that nonfinancial support for arts 
activities was strong in their communities. 
• Ninety-two percent of schools thought that the study of arts was basic 
to education. 
• Respondents thought that the main priority for making arts basic 
subjects in the school curricula was to strengthen the arts education 
criteria in elementary schools, the next priority was to increase the 
use of professional resources. 
• Most schools said they would do nothing to strengthen their arts 
programs. 
J 
J 
Arts Organizations 
• Arts organizations offered a variety of educational programs in visual 
arts, vocal music, instrumental music, drama/theatre, and dance, but 
many schools were not using these programs. 
• Increased demand from schools and additional funding would enable 
organizations to expand their arts education programs. 
• Forty-four percent of responding organizations received funding from 
the Nebraska Arts Council for their arts education programs. 
• Almost half of the arts organizations spent some money on arts 
education programs in the schools. 
• Ninety-eight percent of the organizations surveyed indicated that the 
study of the arts was basic to education. 
• Generally, respondents thought that the main priority for making the 
arts basic subjects in school curricula was to increase the use of 
professional resources; the next priority was to increase 
advocacy I awareness for the importance of arts education in the 
community. 
• More than half of those surveyed expected increased commitment to 
arts education programs in the schools. 
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Introduction 
This report presents the results of a statewide mail survey of public 
school districts, nonpublic schools, and arts organizations. The surveys were 
conducted to determine the state of arts education in Nebraska's schools, the 
perceived need for improving arts education, and the actions needed to include 
arts courses in basic curricula. The data were collected between April 13 and 
june 3, 1987. 
Public school districts were instructed to indicate their district 
classification. This was not appropriate for .nonpublic schools. Appendix A 
shows how public school districts are classified in Nebraska. State-operated 
schools were included in the survey, but there were too few to include in this 
report. Table 1 shows the number of responding districts in each class and 
the response rate per class. 
School districts were instructed to report data for three types of schools: 
Elementary, middle school/junior high, 1 and senior high. Table 2 shows the 
number of public school districts that responded to the survey by type of 
school. Table 3 shows the number of nonpublic schools that responded to the 
survey by type of school. 
Table 1 
Sunrey Response Rate, by District Classification, 1987 
District 
classification 
II 
Ill 
IV 
v 
VI 
Districts 
per dass 1 
No. 
5823 
58 
222 
1 
I 
23 
1Total number of districts equals 887. 
2Total number of districts responding equals 378. 
Districts 
responding per class2 
No. 
175 
34 
149 
1 
1 
18 
Response rate 
per class 
% 
30 
59 
67 
100 
100 
78 
3There are 622 Class I school districts; 40 have no students or they contract for services with other 
districts. They were not expected to reply, therefore, they were subtracted from the sample. 
1 
Throughout this report, junior high will also include middle schooL 
1 
T•ble 2 
Number of Public School Districts Responding to Survey, by Type of School, Nebraska, 1987 
District 
classification 
II 
Ill 
IV 
v 
VI 
Total 
Districts responding 
per class 
No. 
175 
34 
149 
1 
I 
18 
378 
Elementary 
No. 
175 
34 
149 
1 
1 
0 
360 
Table 3 
Type of school 
Junior higb Senior high 
No. No. 
45 0 
34 34 
145 149 
I I 
I I 
6 18 
232 203 
Number ofNonpublic Schools Responding to Survey, by Type of School, Nebraska, 1987 
Type of school 
Number of 
I resp on dents Elementary Junior high Senior high 
No. No. No. 
89 I 75 30 22 
For purposes of the survey, the arts were defined as visual arts, music, 
drama/theatre, dance, and creative writing. A series of similar questions was 
developed for each arts area. Questions addressed courses and curricula, 
personnel, policy, and financial support. Questions about community support, 
resources, and coordination were also included. Appendix B contains copies of 
the questionnaires and cover letters. 
Research Design 
This study was designed by staff members of the Center for Applied 
Urban Research in consultation with staff members of the Nebraska Arts 
Council and the Nebraska state Department of Education. 
Population Sample and Method 
A standard questionnaire and cover letter, signed by the Commissioner of 
Education, were mailed to administrators, superintendents, or head teachers of 
2 
J 
.l 
I 
the 927 public school districts and 263 nonpublic schools in Nebraska. Names 
and addresses were provided by the Nebraska state Department of Education. 
Three follow-up procedures were used to increase the percentage of 
returns. Ten days after the questionnaire was mailed, a postcard was sent as 
a reminder to complete and return the questionnaire. Approximately I week 
after the postcard was sent, a duplicate questionnaire and cover letter were 
mailed to the entire sample. As a final reminder, telephone calls were made 
to nonrespondents by members of the Nebraska State Advisory Committee on 
Arts as Basic Education of the Nebraska Arts Council and the Nebraska state 
Department of Education. Additional questionnaires were provided upon 
request. 
As a result, 378 public school districts ( 43 percent) responded. Forty 
Class I public school districts were removed from the sample of 927 because 
either they had no students or they contracted with other school districts for 
services. The response rate for nonpub!ic schools was 33 percent; 89 of the 
263 nonpublic schools responded. 
Although the questionnaire was mailed to administrators, superintendents, 
or head teachers, the actual respondent may have been an arts teacher, 
supervisor, or some other designate. Therefore, there could be variation in 
the consistency with which respondents completed questionnaires. 
The number of students represented by the responses is 183,316 (71 
percent) of 266,298 students in Nebraska's public schools. Thus, it appears 
that the sample represents a reasonable portion of students. Similar data 
were not available for nonpublic schools. 
Survey Results for Public School Districts 
Only 10 percent of public school districts in Nebraska reported that their 
school boards had a formal policy concerning arts education (82 percent, 311 
responses) (table 4). Those that reported their school boards did not have a 
formal policy indicated that the district had either a policy regarding 
curriculum which included the arts or a general statement of curriculum, 
including the arts. 
Formal policy 
Yes 
No 
No response 
1N=378. 
Table 4 
Public School Districts with Formal School Board Policies 
Concerning Arts Education, Nebraska, 1987 
Number 
37 
311 
30 
Responses 1 
Percent 
10 
82 
8 
3 
Financial Support of Arts Education 
Respondents were asked to estimate how much their districts spent on 
arts education. Table 5 shows the approximate expenditures for arts education 
programs in public school districts as a percentage of total annual operating 
budget. Figures include items such as salaries, materials, and field trips. As 
shown, nearly 20 percent spent less than 2 percent of their total annual 
operating budgets for arts education. Overall, most districts spent less than 4 
percent; however, 36 percent of the districts did not provide this information. 
When asked if their school boards would be willing to commit additional 
financial resources to arts education, table 6 shows that more than half of 
the responding districts said no (53 percent, 200 responses). Those that 
answered "no" offered one of three general opinions. The largest group 
indicated by their comments that it is not possible economically. "Taxes are 
already high and would have to be raised." The second group commented that 
"the arts are already a part of basic education," implying nothing more needed 
to be done. The third group thought that "reading, math, and science are much 
more important and there is no time for another basic." 
Twenty-nine percent (109 responses) of the districts indicated that their 
school boards would spend more money on arts education, and they were 
concerned about sources of additional funding. Others thought that their school 
boards would support spending more on arts education if they had strong 
recommendations from staff and administrators and if they had updated 
curricula with a solid set of goals and objectives. 
Eighteen percent of the districts ( 69 responses) indicated that they could 
not speak for their school boards, or they had no idea how the boards might 
react to such a suggestion. 
Table 5 
Approximate Expenditures for Arts Education Programs in Public School Districts 
in Nebraska as a Percentage of Total Annual Operating Budget, 1987 
Percentage of total operating budget 
spent on arts education programs 
Less than 2.0 
2.0 to 2.9 
3.0 to 3.9 
4.0 to 4.9 
5.0 to 5.9 
6.0 to 6.9 
7.0 to 7.9 
8.0 (0 8.9 
9.0 to 9.9 
10.0 (0 10.9 
11.0 to 11.9 
Unknown 
1N=378. 
4 
Number 
74 
17 
24 
44 
31 
12 
9 
7 
18 
2 
3 
137 
Responses 1 
Percent 
19.6 
4.5 
6.3 
11.6 
8.2 
3.2 
2.4 
1.9 
4.8 
.5 
.8 
36.2 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
J 
l 
Opinion 
Yes 
No 
No response 
Total 
Table 6 
Respondents' Opinions About the Willingness of School Boards to Commit More 
Financial Resources to Include Arts Courses in Basic Education in Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 
I Number Percent 
109 29 
200 53 
69 18 
I 378 100 
External Sources of Financial Support for Arts Education 
How do school districts currently pay for arts education? Table 7 shows 
the primary external sources of financial support for visual, performing, and 
literary arts in public school districts in Nebraska. 
Responding districts reported four external primary sources of financial 
support for arts education: Educational Service Units (35 percent, 133 
responses), the Nebraska Arts Council (28 percent, 106 responses), PTA or 
booster clubs (25 percent, 96 responses), and the Nebraska state Department 
of Education (21 percent, 81 responses). Three of the four primary funding 
sources originate from state agencies. All of the remaining sources, except 
the federal government, are private or volunteer groups. 
Table 7 
External Sources of Financial Support for Visual, Performing, and Literary Arts 
in Public School Districts, Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 
Not No 
Source I Yes No applicable response 
No. % No. % No. % No. % 
Federal government 33 9 210 55 37 10 98 26 
State Department of Education 81 21 179 47 34 9 84 22 
Nebraska Arts Council 106 28 163 43 33 9 76 20 
Other state agencies 22 6 208 55 41 11 107 28 
Educational Service Units 133 35 145 38 33 9 67 18 
PTA or parent booster groups 96 25 161 43 43 11 78 21 
Local arts agencies 51 14 186 49 51 13 90 24 
Community groups 69 18 185 49 44 12 80 21 
Private funding agencies 16 4 214 57 51 13 97 26 
Total 
No. % 
378 100 
378 100 
378 100 
378 100 
378 100 
378 100 
378 100 
378 100 
378 100 
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Visual, Performing, and Literary Arts Curricula 
This section describes the range of arts programs in public school 
districts and the components of the programs. The following arts areas are 
explored: Visual arts, music, drama/theatre, dance, and creative writing. 
Nebraska state Department of Education curricula requirements for the arts 
areas are described as found in Rule 14 and Rule 15. Rule 14 contains the 
regulations and procedures for approving the continued legal operation of all 
schools and the opening of new schools. Rule 15 describes the regulations and 
procedures for the accreditation of public and nonpublic schools. 
Similar questions were asked about each arts area and for elementary, 
junior high, and senior high schools. Throughout the report, references to 
class of district are made when reporting responses because of cross-
tabulations (tables are not included). 
Questions focused on courses offered, courses required, curriculum 
components, instructional time, teacher training, available space, and adequacy 
of equipment and materials. 
An important part of this discussion concerns specific arts courses 
districts provide to students. Respondents were asked to report the visual, 
performing, and literary arts courses their districts provided to students at 
the elementary, junior high, and senior high levels. Respondents were 
instructed to refer to and follow the Curriculum Report (form # 02-015) 
required by the Nebraska state Department of Education when filling out the 
questionnaire (Appendix A). The course names and six-digit codes match those 
found on the Curriculum Report. 
Visual Arts 
Regulations of the Nebraska state Department of Education state only that 
art instruction will be provided at the elementary level (Rule 14, 005.01B7); 
the amount or kind of instruction is not specified. At the secondary level 
(junior and senior high), regulations state that four instructional units of art 
will be offered (Rule 14, 006.01B8). 
State school regulations for grades 9-12 require that the program of 
instruction provide 40 instructional units of visual and performing arts (Rule 
15, 006.01B8). They do not specify how many units will be in each area. 
Courses Offered. Table 8 shows that elementary schools in most 
districts, regardless of classification, reported offering a program or course 
"Art in Elementary," (79 percent, 285 responses). The next most frequently 
offered course was "Art !," and it was offered most frequently by Class III 
districts (11 percent, 41 responses). 
6 
J 
J 
Table 8 
Public School Districts Offering Visual, Performing, and Literary Arts Courses 
in Elementary Schools, Nebraska, 1987 
Rcsponses 1 
Course Yes No 
No. % No. % 
Art l 41 11 319 89 
Art ll 10 3 350 97 
Art Ill 6 2 354 98 
Art IV 6 2 354 98 
Other 25 7 335 93 
Art in elementary 285 79 75 21 
Music 106 29 254 71 
Vocal music 82 23 278 77 
Vocal groups 27 8 333 92 
Instrumental music 104 29 256 71 
Instrumental groups 38 11 322 89 
Vocal lessons 18 5 342 95 
Instrumental lessons 82 23 278 77 
Music in elementary 279 78 81 22 
Theatre 4 1 356 99 
Beginning drama 7 2 353 98 
Advanced drama 2 I 358 99 
Drama in elementary 80 22 280 78 
Dance 20 6 340 94 
Creative writing 77 21 283 79 
Photography 3 1 357 99 
Graphic arts 5 1 355 99 
Radio/TV 11 3 349 97 
1N=360 instead of 378 because 18 districts do not provide elementary education. 
Table 9 shows that districts offered "Art I" most frequently in junior 
high schools ( 44 percent, 103 responses). Class II, III, and IV districts were 
represented most often. "Other" was the next most frequently identified 
offering among districts (31 percent, 71 responses), and was most often 
offered by Class III and V districts. "Art in Elementary" was offered by 13 
percent of the districts, most of which were Class I districts (30 responses). 
7 
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Table 9 
Public School Districts Offering and Requiring Visual, Performing, and Literary Arts Courses 
in Junior High Schools, Nebraska, 1987 
Rcsponses 1 
Course I Offer Require 
No. % No. % 
Art! 103 44 85 37 
Art II 36 16 17 7 
Art III 9 4 2 .8 
Art IV 6 3 2 .8 
Other 71 31 62 27 
Art in elementary 30 13 0 0 
Music 119 51 120 51 
Vocal music 145 63 68 29 
Vocal groups 67 29 9 4 
Instrumental music !56 67 10 4 
Instrumental groups 68 29 5 2 
Vocal lessons 49 21 4 2 
Instrumental lessons 103 44 6 2 
Music in elementary 27 12 0 0 
Theatre 7 3 3 
Beginning drama 16 7 5 2 
Advanced drama 2 1 2 
Drama in elementary 10 5 0 0 
Dance 9 4 5 2 
. Creative writing 48 21 29 11 
Photography 6 3 0 0 
Graphic arts 11 5 3 
Radio/TV 4 2 0 0 
1N=232 instead of 378 because 146 districts do not provide junior high education. 
More than half of the districts offered "Art I" (88 percent, 178 
responses), "Art II" (82 percent, 166 responses), and "Art III" (50 percent, 
101 responses) in senior high schools. The Class IV and V districts also 
offered "Art IV" and "Other," giving them each five course offerings in the 
visual arts (table 10). 
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Table 10 
Public School Districts Offering and Requiring Visual, Performing, and Literary Arts Courses 
in Senior High Schools, Nebraska, 1987 
Rcsponses 1 
Course I Offer Require 
No. % No. % 
Art! 178 88 16 8 
Art II !66 82 2 I 
Art III 101 50 2 
Art IV 62 31 2 
Other 41 20 5 2 
Music 82 40 15 6 
Vocal music 187 92 7 3 
Vocal groups 149 73 2 1 
Instrumental music 189 93 2 1 
Instrumental groups 131 65 2 
V ocallessons 113 56 2 I 
Instrumental lessons 133 66 2 1 
Theatre 49 24 1 .4 
Beginning drama 104 51 4 2 
Advanced drama 46 23 2 1 
Dance 7 3 3 I 
Creative writing 85 42 23 II 
Photography 56 28 2 1 
Graphic arts 34 17 2 1 
Radio/TV 15 7 1 .4 
1N=203 instead of 378 because 175 districts do not provide senior high education. 
Courses Required. Districts were asked to report the visual arts 
courses they require junior high school students to take. Thirty-five percent 
said they require students to take "Art I" (85 responses). "Art I" is most 
often required by Class III and IV districts. Twenty-seven percent ( 62 
responses) of the responding districts require other art classes. These 
districts are primarily Class III and V districts (table 9). 
Many more visual arts courses are offered than required in senior high 
schools. Only 2-8 percent of responding districts require courses. "Art I" is 
required by 8 percent (16 responses) of the districts. All of these are Class 
III districts, except one Class VI district. Only 2 percent (5 responses) of the 
responding districts require "Other." "Art II," "Art III," and "Art IV" are 
each required by only I percent of the districts. 
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Instructional Time. More than half of the responding districts reported 
that their kindergarten through sixth grade students receive instruction in the 
visual arts for 30-60 minutes per week (57 percent, 204 responses). Included 
here are the larger districts Class IV (Lincoln) and Class V (Omaha). 
Another 14 percent said their elementary students spend 61-90 minutes per 
week in visual arts instruction. Most of these students are in Class III 
districts (table 11). 
Table 11 
Number of Minutes Per Week Kindergarten Through Sixth Grade Students in Public Schools 
Receive Instruction in Visual, Performing, and Literar:· Arts, Nebraska, 1987 
Instructional time per week 1 
Type Less More 
of than 30 30-60 61-90 91-120 than 120 No 
art None minutes minutes minutes minutes minutes response 
No. % No. % No. % No. % ~0. % No. % No. % 
Visual 14 4 34 9 204 57 49 14 6 2 9 2 44 12 
Music 1 .2 18 5 191 53 83 23 33 9 22 6 12 3 
Drama/theatre 58 16 42 12 9 3 3 1 0 0 1 .2 247 68 
Dance 3 1 15 4 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 340 94 
Creative writing 7 2 29 8 53 15 24 7 8 2 5 2 234 64 
1N=360 instead of 378 because 18 districts do not provide elemental)· education and should not respond to 
this question. 
Teacher Training. Sixty percent (217 responses) of responding districts 
reported that regular classroom teachers are responsible for teaching visual 
arts at the elementary level. Arts specialists teach visual arts in 30 percent 
(107 responses) of the districts. Most of these are Class III districts (table 
12). 
Endorsed teachers teach visual arts in 72 percent (167 responses) of the 
junior high schools. Class IV (Lincoln) and Class V (Omaha) and most Class 
II and III districts use endorsed teachers. Only 13 percent (31 responses) of 
districts have nonendorsed teachers teaching visual arts, and most of them are 
employed in Class I districts where regular classroom teachers teach visual 
arts (table 12). 
Visual arts are taught in high schools by endorsed teachers in 84 percent 
(170 responses) of the districts (table 12). Class II, III, and VI districts are 
all represented. 
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of 
art 
Visual 
Music 
Drama/theatre 
Table 12 
Person Responsible for Teaching Visual, Performing, and Literary Arts 
in Public School Districts, Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 1 
Elementary 2 Junior high 3 Senior high 4 
Regular 
classroom Arts Nonendorsed Endorsed Nonendorsed Endorsed 
teacher specialist teacher teacher teacher teacher 
% % % % % % 
60 30 13 72 11 84 
34 61 7 82 1 96 
23 3 10 20 9 43 
1Percentages may not total 100 percent because of no responses. 
2N=360 instead of 378 because 18 school districts do not provide elementary education and should not respond 
to this question. 
3N=232 instead of 378 because 146 school districts do not provide junior high education and should not 
respond to this question. 
4 N=203 instead of 3 78 because 175 school districts do not provide senior high education and should not 
.respond ro this question. 
Adequacy of Equipment and Materials. Most districts perceived that the 
equipment and materials provided to implement visual arts programs are 
adequate (table 13). 
Availability of Space. About one-third of the districts reported providing 
specialized space in all elementary school buildings exclusively for the visual 
arts (30 percent, 107 responses). This was reported by Class I, II, and III 
districts. Another 8 percent (28 responses) said that they provided space in 
some buildings just for visual arts. Class I, II, III, IV, and V districts were 
represented. Most of the districts that reported having no buildings with 
specialized space were Class I districts, which are mostly one-room schools 
(table 14). 
Sixty-nine percent (160 responses) of the districts reported providing 
space exclusively for the visual arts in junior high schools, while 87 percent 
(176 responses) of the districts provide specialized space in senior high 
schools (table 14 ). 
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Table 13 
Respondents' Perceptions of the Adequacy of the Equipment and Materials Provided 
to Implement Arts Programs in Public School Districts, Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 1 
Elementary 2 Junior high 3 Senior high 4 
More More 
than than 
More 
than 
art Inadequate Adequate adequate Inadequate Adequate adequate Inadequate Adequate adequate 
% % % % % % % % 
Visual 14 63 11 8 63 15 10 67 
Music 11 69 14 9 59 21 8 66 
Drama/theatre 10 16 2 10 20 4 10 32 
Dance 1 4 0 1 3 0 I 2 
Creative writing 2 22 4 2 20 4 2 27 
1Percentages may not total 100 percent because of no responses. 
2N=360 instead of 378-because 18 school districts do not provide elementary education and should not respond 
to this question. 
3N=232 instead of 378 because 146 school districts do not provide junior high education and should not 
respond to this question. 
% 
19 
25 
10 
0 
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4N=203 instead of 378 because 175 school districts do not provide senior high education and should not respond to 
this question. 
Table 14 
Public School Districts Providing Specialized Space Exclusively 
for the Visual, Performing, and Literary Arts, Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 
Elementary 1 junior high 2 Senior high 3 
Type I All Some No of art buildings buildings buildings Yes Yes 
% % % % % 
Visual 30 8 23 69 87 
Music 53 8 13 75 92 
Drama/theatre 8 2 15 17 39 
Dance 4 .2 14 4 5 
Creative writing 11 2 19 II 19 
1N=360 instead of 378 because 18 school districts do not provide elementary education and should not 
respond to this question. 
2N=232 instead of 378 because 146 school districts do not provide junior high education and should 
not respond to this question. 
3N=203 instead of 378 because 175 school districts do not provide senior high education and should not 
respond to this question. 
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Music 
Rules 14 and 15 of the Nebraska state Department of Education contain 
the public school regulations concerning music requirements. The same rules 
apply to the visual arts. 
Rule 14 (006.01B8) states that four instructional units of music will be 
offered in grades 9-12. State regulations also require that 40 instructional 
units of visual and performing arts be provided in senior high schools (grades 
9-12) (Rule 15, 006.01B8). The regulations do not specify how many 
instructional units will be in music. 
Courses 0 f fer e d. Seventy-eight percent (279 responses) of the 
responding districts offer "Music in Elementary" as a component of the music 
curricula in elementary schools, while only 5 percent (18 responses) offer 
"Vocal Lessons." About 2!) percent of districts offer "Music" (106 responses) 
and "Instrumental Music" (104 responses). "Instrumental Music" is offered 
most often in Class III, IV, and V districts. When examining the range of 
offerings, five of the eight music courses are available in one-fourth or 
more of the responding districts (table 8). 
"Instrumental Music" gets the highest response with 67 percent (156 
responses) of the districts offering programs to their junior high school 
students. Sixty-three percent (145 responses) offer programs in "Vocal 
Music" and 51 percent (119 responses) offer general courses in classroom 
music. Most Class II, III, IV, V, and VI districts offer "Instrumental Music" 
and "Vocal Music." General classroom music is found most often in Class I 
and some Class II districts. 
Junior high students receive more individualized instrumental and vocal 
instruction than do elementary students. Six of the eight courses are available 
in more than one- fourth of the responding districts (table 9). 
"Instrumental Music" and "Vocal Music" get the highest rate of response 
from high schools, with over 90 percent of responding districts offering these 
programs to their students (93 percent, 189 responses; 92 percent, 187 
responses, respectively). Six of the eight courses are available in at least 
half of responding districts. There is a significant increase in the number of 
districts offering music courses in senior high schools compared with junior 
high schools (table 10). 
Courses Required. Districts were asked to report the mus1c courses 
they require junior high school students to take. "Music" is required by all 
of the districts that offer it (51 percent, 120 responses). Less than half of 
the districts offering "Vocal Music" (63 percent, 145 responses) require 
students to take it (29 percent, 68 responses). All other vocal and 
instrumental courses appear to be electives (table 9). 
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Music programs in senior high schools also appear to be electives; only 6 
percent of the responding districts require music courses (table 10). Although 
graduation requirements may indicate that students must take a specified 
number of credit hours in performing arts, students can choose their courses. 
Instructional Time. More than half of the responding districts reported 
that elementary students (kindergarten through 6th grade) receive 30-60 
minutes of music instruction per week (53 percent, 191 responses). Most 
responses were from Class I, II, III, and V districts. 
About one-fourth of the responding districts provide 61-90 minutes of 
music instructions per week. The Class I, II, III, and IV districts were 
represented here (table 11). 
Teacher Training. Arts specialists are responsible most often for 
teaching music in elementary schools (61 percent, 220 responses). Most Class 
II, III, and IV districts reported this information. Regular classroom teachers 
are responsible for music instruction in 34 percent (122 responses) of the 
districts, most of which are Class I districts (table 12). 
Teachers with a music endorsement teach music in junior high schools in 
82 percent (19 responses) of the responding districts. Nonendorsed teachers 
are responsible for music instruction in only 7 percent (16 responses) of 
districts, all of which are Class I districts (table 12). Music is taught by an 
endorsed teacher in senior high schools in 96 percent ( 194 responses) of 
responding districts (table 12). 
Adequacy of Equipment and Materials. Most districts perceived that the 
equipment and materials provided to implement music programs were adequate 
(table 13). When the adequate and more than adequate categories were 
combined, senior high schools rated their equipment and materials highest. 
Inadequate ratings were assigned most often by elementary schools in Class I 
districts. 
Availability of Space. Half of the responding districts reported providing 
specialized space in all elementary school buildings exclusively for music (53 
percent, 190 responses). Most of the Class II, III, and IV districts reported 
this information. Another 8 percent (30 responses) said they provided space in 
some buildings exclusively for music instruction. Respondents included Class I, 
II, III, and V districts. Most Class I districts reported no buildings with 
specialized space, and they are mostly one-room schools. 
Seventy-five percent (173 responses) of the districts reported providing 
space exclusively for music instruction in junior high schools, and 92 percent 
(187 responses) reported providing specialized space in senior high schools 
(table 14). 
14 
J 
J 
Drama/Theatre 
Rules 14 and 15 of the Nebraska state Department of Education have no 
requirements in drama/theatre. Course offerings are taken as electives. On 
the Fall Curriculum Report, which all public school districts must submit to 
the Nebraska state Department of Education, beginning and advanced drama 
are offered as English language arts. 
Courses Offered. Most of the drama/theatre courses are offered in 
senior high schools. About half of the responding districts offer "Beginning 
Drama" (51 percent, 104 responses), and about one-fourth offer "Theatre" 
(24 percent, 49 responses) or "Advanced Drama" (23 percent, 46 responses) 
(table 10). 
Less than 10 percent of responding districts offer drama/theatre courses 
in junior high school (table 9). About 25 percent (80 responses) of the 
districts offer "Drama in Elementary" to elementary school students (table 
8). Drama/theatre courses are offered as electives. 
Instructional Time. At the elementary level, most districts reported that 
students spend no time in drama/theatre instruction (16 percent, 58 
responses). Students in 12 percent ( 42 responses) of responding districts 
spend less than 30 minutes per week in drama programs (table 11 ). 
Teacher Training. As indicated earlier, few drama/theatre courses are 
offered at the elementary level. When offered, they are taught by regular 
classroom teachers in most Class I, II, III, and IV districts (23 percent, 82 
responses). 
Arts specialists teach drama/theatre in 3 percent ( 11 responses) of the 
districts. Traveling drama teachers work out of Educational Service Units in 
both urban and rural districts (table 12). 
Endorsed teachers teach drama/theatre in 20 percent of the junior high 
schools (46 responses). Most Class I, II, III, IV, V, and VI schools are 
represented here. Nonendorsed teachers teach drama/theatre in 10 percent (23 
responses) of the districts (predominently Class I). 
Drama/theatre are taught by endorsed teachers in 43 percent (87 
responses) of high schools in responding districts. Thus, more endorsed 
teachers are found at this level (table 12). 
Adequacy of Equipment and Materials. Most of the districts providing 
drama/theatre programs in elementary schools perceived their equipment and 
materials as adequate or more than adequate (16 percent, 59 responses; 2 
percent, 8 responses), while ten percent (37 responses) said they were 
inadequate. Most respondents were from Class II, III, and IV districts. 
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About one-fourth of the districts found equipment and materials for 
drama/theatre in junior high schools to be adequate or more than adequate (20 
percent, 46 responses; 4 percent, 11 responses). But, most Class II districts 
found equipment and materials to be inadequate. 
Among senior high schools, 42 percent of the districts said their 
equipment and materials were adequate or more than adequate (32 percent, 65 
responses; 10 percent, 20 responses). Overall, districts at this level were 
most satisfied with equipment and materials to implement drama/theatre 
courses (table 13). 
Availability of Space. At the elementary level, less than 10 percent of 
responding districts reported providing specialized space for drama/theatre 
programs (all buildings--8 percent, 30 responses; some buildings--2 percent, 7 
responses). Among junior high schools, 17 percent (40 responses) of the 
districts reported providing specialized space for drama. Among senior high 
schools, 39 percent ( 80 responses) reported providing specialized space for 
drama/theatre (table 14 ). 
Dance 
Dance does not appear on the Nebraska state Department of Education's 
Fall Curriculum Report (NDE 02-015). Dance, where offered, generally is 
included in a comprehensive physical. education curriculum, and physical 
education is categorized as Personal Health and Physical Fitness on the Fall 
Curriculum Report. 
Regulations governing elementary schools state only that physical education 
will be provided (Rule 14, 005.01B6 and Rule 15, 005.01B6). Regulations 
governing senior high schools (grades 9-12) state that 10 instructional units of 
Personal Health and Physical Fitness will be offered (Rule 14, 006.01B6). 
State regulations for senior high schools also require that 20 instructional 
units of Personal Health and Physical Fitness instruction be provided (Rule 
15, 006.01B7). Dance is not mentioned specifically at any level. 
Courses Offered. Dance offerings are almost nonexistent in public 
schools in Nebraska. Less than 6 percent of districts reported offering any 
form of dance instruction (tables 8, 9, and 10). 
Courses Required. No more than 2 percent of responding districts 
reported dance as a required course (tables 9 and 10). 
Instructional Time. Most elementary students do not receive instruction 
m dance, as indicated by the number of districts offering dance ( 6 percent, 
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20 responses). Four percent of responding districts provide less than 30 
minutes of instruction per week (15 responses). 
Adequacy of Equipment and Materials. Although only a few districts 
offer dance instruction, most think that the equipment and materials used to 
implement the programs are adequate. 
Availability of Space. Most districts that offer dance instruction also 
provide specialized space for it. 
Creative Writing 
Creative writing, where offered, generally is recommended as a 
component of a comprehensive language arts curriculum. Creative writing 
appears under English Language Arts on the Fall Curriculum Report (NDE. 
02-015), and also is referred to as composition. 
State school regulations state only that language arts instruction will be 
provided in elementary schools (Rule 14, 005.01B1 and Rule 15, OOS.OlBl). 
Regulations governing senior high schools (grades 9-12) state that 40 
instructional units of language arts will be offered (Rule 14, 006.01Bl ). State 
school regulations for senior high schools require that 60 instructional units 
of language arts be provided (Rule 15, 006.01Bl). Creative writing is not 
mentioned specifically at any level. 
Given the emphasis on language arts, English, and communication, creative 
writing most likely receives less attention as an art than a communication 
discipline. Therefore, data reported for creative writing curricula may be 
inconclusive. 
Courses Offered. Nearly one-fourth of districts reported offering 
creative writing in elementary and junior high schools (21 percent, 77 
responses; 21 percent, 48 responses). But, most creative writing courses are 
offered in senior high schools (42 percent, 85 responses) (tables 8, 9, and 
10). 
Courses Required. Creative writing is required by 11 percent of the 
responding districts in junior high schools (29 responses) and senior high 
schools (23 responses) (tables 9 and 10). 
Instructional Time. Fifteen percent of districts offering creative 
writing reported that elementary students spend 30-60 minutes per week in 
instruction (53 responses), while 8 percent of responding districts provide 
less than 30 minutes of instruction per week (29 responses) (table 11). 
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Adequacy of Equipment and Materials. Most districts reported that the 
equipment and materials provided to implement creative writing programs 
were adequate (table 13). 
Availability of Space. At the elementary level, 13 percent of districts 
provided specialized space for creative writing. Only 11 percent of the 
districts provided specialized space in junior high schools, while 19 percent 
provided specialized space in senior high schools (table 14 ). 
Components of Curricula 
Written curricula and components are important because they provide a 
defined instructional approach for teachers, create a clearer basis for 
evaluation, and, overall, help to establish arts as academic subjects. 
Districts were asked to report the components they included in the 
curricula of their arts courses. Table 15 shows that less than 50 percent of 
responding districts have a statement of educational purpose or philosophy for 
visual arts (43 percent) and music (47 percent). Fewer districts have one for 
creative writing (24 percent), drama/theatre (15 percent), or dance 
(2 percent). This is to be expected because drama/theatre, dance, and 
creative writing are not included in formal arts curricula in most districts. 
The data show that nearly equal emphasis is placed on the components, goals, 
objectives, and instructional activities of all arts programs. Student evaluation 
receives less attention than any of the components of any arts curricula 
(table 15). 
Overall, less than half of the responding districts reported having formal 
visual arts and music curricula. Clearly, drama/theatre, dance, and creative 
writing were not included in most districts' arts curricula. 
Table 15 
Components of Visual, Performing, and Literary Arts Curricula 
in Public School Districts, Nebraska, 1987 
Arts area 1 
Visual Drarria/ 
Component 
I 
arts Music theatre Dance 
No. % No. % No. % No. 
Statement of educational 
purpose or philosophy 164 43 179 47 57 15 7 
Goals 191 51 210 56 74 20 12 
Objectives 194 51 212 56 76 20 10 
Instructional activities 195 52 205 54 74 20 14 
Materials 162 43 174 46 56 15 9 
Student evaluation 130 34 140 37 37 10 8 
1N=378. 
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Creative 
writing 
% No. % 
2 89 24 
3 106 28 
3 108 28 
4 113 30 
3 87 23 
2 74 20 
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Evaluation of Student Progress 
Districts were asked to identify the methods they use to evaluate student 
progress. Eighty-four percent (316 responses) of the districts reported using 
student performance most often. The next most often used method is tests 
(71 percent, 269 responses), followed by products (40 percent, 150 
responses), and honors (27 percent, 101 responses). A few responding 
districts also use participation and observation to evaluate student progress 
(table 16). 
Table 16 
Methods Public School Districts Usc To Evaluate Student Progress, Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 
Method of evaluation Yes No Total 
No. % No. % No. % 
Performance 316 84 62 16 378 100 
Tests 269 71 109 29 378 100 
Honors 101 27 277 73 378 100 
Products ISO 40 228 60 378 !00 
Summary of Major Findings 
This survey focused on five arts areas: Visual arts, music, 
drama/theatre, dance, and creative writing. It is evident that course offerings 
in art instruction are ranked by order of frequency as follows: Music, visual 
arts, drama/theatre, creative writing, and dance. 
Figure 1 shows the percentage of arts courses offered in public school 
districts. 
Figure I 
Percentage of Arts Courses Offered in Public School Districts, Nebraska, 1987 
Music 58.4% 
Visual arts 27.9% 
Creative writing 5% 
Dance .9% 
Drama/tbeatre 7.8% 
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Courses Offered 
Figure 2 illustrates the number of courses offered in each arts area in 
elementary and secondary schools. 
Patterns are evident among levels within arts areas. For example, in 
visual arts, "Art in Elementary" and "Art I" are the courses offered most 
frequently in elementary schools, and "Art I" is the course offered most 
frequently in junior high and senior high schools. In music, "General Music" 
and "Instrumental Music" are offered most frequently in elementary schools, 
and "Instrumental Music" is offered most frequently in junior high and senior 
high schools. 
Creative writing is rare and dance is almost nonexistent at all levels. 
Creative writing receives slightly more emphasis than drama/theatre in junior 
high schools. 
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Figure 2 
Number of Courses Offered in Public Elementary, Junior High, 
and Senior High Schools, Nel?raska, 1987 
Elementary junior High Senior High 
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Courses Required 
Figure 3 shows the number of courses offered and required in public 
junior high and senior high schools. At the junior high level, more than half 
of the visual arts, dance, and creative writing courses are required, and more 
music courses are offered than are required. At the senior high level, the 
discrepancy between courses offered and required widens as more courses 
are offered than are required. 
Figure 4, shows the percentage of public school districts offering courses 
in the visual, performing, and literary arts. Of 378 responding districts, 349 
(92 percent) reported offering at least one visual arts course. Twenty-nine 
districts did not respond to the question on course offerings, but they did 
respond to other questions about visual arts courses. Perhaps course titles 
listed on the questionnaire did not match those used in the districts, so 
respondents were unsure how to answer the question. 
It appears that the same situation may have occurred with music. Although 
these titles are more straightforward, 20 districts did not respond to the 
question about course offerings. At least one music course is offered by 358 
(95 percent) of responding districts. 
Overall, it appears that most, if not all, of the responding districts are 
in compliance with the Nebraska state Department of Education's requirements 
for visual arts and music instruction. 
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Figure 3 
Number of Courses Offered and Required in Public 
Secondary Schools, Nebraska, 1987 
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Figure 4 
Public School Districts Offering Courses in the Visual, 
Performing, and Literary Arts, Nebraska, 1987 
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Almost half of the responding districts offer at least one course in 
drama/theatre (180 responses), 36 percent ( 136 responses) offer at least one 
creative writing course, and 7 percent offer at least one dance course (25 
responses). The percentage of districts offering arts courses drops 
dramatically when requirements to do so are removed. 
Teachers 
Figure 5 shows the person most responsible for teaching visual, 
performing, and literary arts in public school districts. At the elementary 
level, regular classroom teachers are responsible for teaching visual arts in 
60 percent of the districts and drama/theatre in 23 percent of the districts. 
Arts specialists teach music in 61 percent of the districts. 
Endorsed teachers are most often responsible for teaching visual arts (72 
percent) and music (82 percent) in junior high schools in most districts. But, 
endorsed teachers provide drama/theatre instruction in only 20 percent of the 
districts. 
Endorsed teachers teach visual arts and music in senior high schools in 
most districts and drama/theatre in 43 percent of the districts. There are 
fewer trained visual arts and drama/theatre teachers than trained music 
teachers in elementary schools. More visual arts and music teachers are 
endorsed at the senior high level than at the junior high level. 
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Figure 5 
Person Responsible for Teaching Visual, Performing, 
and Literary Arts in Public School Districts, Nebraska, 1987 
.. [ ~ ~ 
~ ~ 
ro ro 
1' ID . ID :§ :§ 
• ro 
ro u 
ro ro u ro 
j~ ·~ E -~ .. E ~ E 0 E > 0 > 2 0 
Elementary Junior High 
~ L.., ~ 
~ 
ro 
. ID 
c :§ ro 
ro u ro 
-~ ·~ E 0 E 
> 2 0 
Senior High 
LEGEND 
~ Regular/nonendorsed 
- Specialist/endorsed 
Visual, Performing, and Literary Arts Educators 
As reported earlier, regular classroom teachers generally are responsible 
for teaching visual, performing, and literary arts at the elementary level. In 
junior high and senior high schools, the arts are taught by teachers endorsed 
in that area of art. 
Teachers need ongoing training to acquire important instructional skills 
and to expand their views of art education to implement effective arts 
education programs. Districts were asked if they provided continuing 
professional development for visual, performing, and literary arts educators 
to determine the extent of teacher training in the arts. 
Table 17 shows that more districts offer continuing professional 
development to teachers in visual arts and music than to teachers in any other 
arts area. More emphasis, possibly, is placed on these areas because they are 
required by the Nebraska state Department of Education. 
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Table 17 
Public School Districts in Nebraska That Provide Continuing Professional Development 
for Regular Classroom Teachers and Arts Specialists 
Type of an 
Visual 
Music 
Drama/theatre 
Dance 
Creative writing 
1N=378. 
Who Teach Visual, Performing, and Literary Arts, 1987 
Responses 1 
Regular classroom teacher 
I 
Arts speciaJist 
No. % No. % 
152 40 156 41 
136 36 173 46 
81 21 83 22 
38 10 24 6 
109 29 70 19 
Nearly the same percentage of districts offered continuing professional 
development to regular classroom teachers ( 40 percent, 152 responses) as to 
arts specialists in visual arts ( 41 percent, 156 responses). Almost as many 
regular classroom teachers do not receive training as do (38 percent, 142 
responses). 
More districts provide continuing professional development to arts 
specialists in music ( 46 percent, 173 responses) than to regular classroom 
teachers who teach music (36 percent, 136 responses). Most Class I, II, III, 
IV, V, and VI districts provide ongoing training for arts specialists in music. 
More districts provide continuing professional development to regular 
classroom teachers of creative writing (29 percent, 109 responses) than to 
arts specialists who teach creative writing (19 percent, 70 responses). 
Perhaps writing is considered a basic skill in elementary schools where most 
regular classroom teachers are employed. 
Fewer districts offer continuing professional development for teachers in 
drama/theatre and dance, however, fewer districts offer these programs. 
Overall, except for teachers of visual arts and creative writing, most 
regular classroom teachers do not receive ongoing training. Most Class I 
districts do not provide continuing professional development in any arts area, 
but most Class II, III, IV, V, and VI districts do. 
Table 18 shows the professional development activities in which arts 
educators are involved and the methods of payment. 
Districts reported the same pattern of involvement in professional 
development activities for each group of teachers. That is, responding 
districts reported that regular classroom teachers and arts specialists were 
most often involved in workshops and clinics, followed by in-service training, 
conferences, and graduate coursework. 
24 
I 
I 
J 
l 
Table 18 
Professional Development Activities in Which Regular Classroom Teachers and Arts Specialists 
Participate and Methods of Payment, Nebraska, 1987 
Method of payment 
Regular classroom teachers Arts specialists 
Release Release 
Paid by Paid by time Paid by Paid by time 
Activity school teacher provided Total school teacher provided 
% % % No. % % % 
Graduate coursework 8 79 13 184 7 78 15 
Conferences 35 28 37 189 38 23 39 
Workshops/clinics 40 24 36 288 43 18 38 
ln·service training 48 15 38 262 52 9 40 
Total 
No. 
178 
220 
269 
232 
Districts reported that more regular classroom teachers (184 responses) 
than arts specialists (178 responses) were enrolled in graduate courses. Most 
likely, more arts specialists have completed graduate programs. However, 
more districts reported that more arts specialists (220 responses) than 
regular classroom teachers (189 responses) attended conferences. 
Districts reported the same methods of payment for these activities. That 
is, districts most often paid for workshops, clinics, and in-service training 
for regular classroom teachers and art specialists. Districts most often 
provided release time for both groups of teachers to attend conferences, and 
in most districts, teachers usually paid for their graduate courses. 
Community Support and Interaction 
Community support for the arts is important. A school district is a 
political entity with a school board which is ultimately accountable to the 
voters. 
Almost 60 percent of responding districts perceived that nonfinancial 
support for arts activities within their school districts was strong (19 
percent, 73 responses) to moderate (39 percent, 145 responses). Nonfinancial 
support includes participation in arts activities and attendance at arts events. 
Table 19 shows that about one-third (35 percent) of responding districts 
thought that nonfinancial support for the arts was weak (26 percent, 97 
responses) or nonexi;;tent (9 percent, 35 responses). Class I districts were 
most likely to think that nonfinancial support for the arts was weak or 
nonexistent. 
Ccmmunity support, to some extent, is determined by positive publicity and 
interaction generated by arts education activities. Responding districts were 
asked to identify the benefits they derived from arts education activities. 
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Support 
Strong 
Moderate 
Weak 
Nonexistent 
Don't know 
1N=378. 
Table 19 
Respondents' Perceptions of Nonfinancial Support for Arts Activities 
in Public School Disuicts, Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 1 
Number 
73 
145 
97 
35 
28 
Percent 
19 
39 
26 
9 
7 
The primary benefit reported was "positive media coverage for the 
school district" (67 percent, 255 responses). More than half reported arts 
education activities resulted in "unusual or outstanding achievements for arts 
students and groups" (52 percent, 197 responses). More than half of tbe 
districts reported that arts education activities were a benefit because they 
"drew strong support from parents and the community" (51 percent, 193 
responses) (table 20). 
Table 20 
Respondents' Perceptions of the Benefits of Arts Education Activities 
within Their Public School Districts, Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 
Benefit I Yes No No response Total 
No. % No. % No. % No. % 
Generated positive media coverage I 
for school and district 255 67 78 21 45 12 378 100 
Contributed to schools ability to 
attract and retain students I 91 24 193 51 94 25 378 100 
Resulted in unusual or outstanding 
achievements for arts 
students/groups I 197 52 115 30 66 18 378 100 
Strengthened/enhanced other 
educational activities I 168 44 124 33 86 23 378 100 
Drew strong support from 
parents/community I 193 51 120 32 65 17 378 100 
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One way schools can interact with their communities is to identify and 
use arts resources available within the community. Arts education programs 
can be enriched greatly when this occurs. 
Districts were asked to report the resources they used inside and outside 
of their communities to supplement visual, performing, and literary arts 
programs. Tables 21 and 22 show that nearly one-third of the districts 
reported using libraries ( 43 percent, 164 responses), exhibitions (33 percent, 
124 responses), and music groups (30 percent, 112 responses). More than 
one-fourth reported using community parks and recreational facilities (29 
percent, 110 responses) and museums (26 percent, 97 responses) to 
supplement arts programs. Fewer districts used resources such as artists-in-
residence (18 percent, 68 responses) or art clubs (16 percent, 62 responses). 
Of course, not all resources are available in all communities. 
Table 22 shows that some resources were used more than others when 
districts went outside their immediate communities to supplement arts 
programs. For example, use of resources in the performing .arts increased 
for music (36 percent, 137 responses), drama groups (24 percent, 90 
responses), dance groups (10 percent, 38 responses), and orchestras ( 9 
percent, 33 responses). 
Table 21 
Community Resources Public School Districts Use to_Supplement Arts Programs, Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 
Resource I Yes No No response Total 
No. % No. % No. % No. % 
Art centers 49 13 165 44 164 43 378 100 
Museums 97 26 125 33 156 41 378 100 
Galleries 35 9 174 46 169 45 378 100 
Art clubs 62 16 153 40 163 43 378 99 1 
Exhibitions 124 33 111 29 143 38 378 100 
Artists-in -residence 68 18 155 41 155 41 378 100 
College/university fine 
arts departments 42 11 168 44 168 44 378 99 1 
Art agencies 26 7 180 48 172 46 378 101 1 
Orchestras 25 7 173 46 180 48 378 101 1 
Music groups 112 30 118 31 148 39 378 100 
Drama groups 77 20 141 37 160 42 378 99 1 
Dance groups 31 8 171 45 176 47 378 100 
Libraries 164 43 88 23 126 33 378 99 1 
Parks and recreational facilities 110 29 115 30 153 40 378 99 1 
Parent advocacy groups 56 15 157 42 165 44 378 101 1 
Businesses/corporations 40 11 162 43 176 47 378 101 1 
1Does not equal 100 percent due to rounding. 
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Table 22 
Resources from Outside the Community That Public School Districts Use 
to Supplement Arts Programs, Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 
Resource I Yes No No response Total 
No. % No. % No. % No. % 
Art centers 110 29 120 32 148 39 378 100 
Museums 158 42 93 25 127 33 378 100 
Galleries 88 23 128 34 162 43 378 100 
Art clubs 37 10 163 43 178 47 378 !00 
Exhibitions 116 31 118 31 144 38 378 !00 
Artists-in-reside nee 106 28 136 36 136 36 378 100 
College/university fine 
arts departments 90 24 133 35 ISS 41 378 100 
Art agencies 38 10 164 43 176 47 378 100 
Orchestras 33 9 !59 42 186 49 378 !00 
Music groups 137 36 112 30 129 34 378 100 
Drama groups 90 24 137 36 IS I 40 378 100 
Dance groups 38 10 !65 44 175 46 378 100 
Libraries 115 30 113 30 ISO 40 378 100 
Parks and recreational facilities 65 17 132 35 181 48 378 100 
Parent advocacy groups 14 3 172 46 192 51 378 100 
Businesses/corporations 29 8 158 42 191 so 378 100 
More than one-fifth of the districts took advantage of the following 
resources when they went outside their communities: Art centers (29 percent, 
110 responses), artists-in-residence (28 percent, 106 responses), fine arts 
departments in colleges and universities (24 percent, 90 responses), and 
galleries (23 percent, 88 responses). Use of museums (42 percent, 158 
responses), exhibitions (31 percent, 116 responses), and libraries (30 percent, 
115 responses) remained high. 
The Future of Arts Education in Nebraska's Public School Districts 
In general, respondents thought that the study of the arts was basic to 
education (88 percent, 331 responses). Respondents were asked how they 
would propose making the arts basic subjects in school curricula. 
Respondents were asked to select four choices, and rank them, from a 
list of 12 items. Priority one was "Strengthen the arts education criteria in 
the elementary teaching endorsement" (28 percent, 419 responses). Table 23 
shows that the next three items were very close. Priority 2 was "Allocate 
more state funds to arts programs" (10 percent, 152 responses), priority 3 
was "Increase the use of professional resources (museums, workshops, and 
artist performances)" and priority 4 was "Infuse the arts into other subject 
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Table 23 
Respondents' Endorsements of Proposed Methods for Making the Arts Basic Subjects 
in the Curricula of Public School Districts, Nebraska,l987 
Method 
Strengthen the arts education criteria in the 
elementary teaching endorsement 
Allocate more state funds to arts programs 
Increase the use of professional resources (museums, 
workshops, and artist performances) 
Infuse the arts into other subject areas 
Establish measurable sequential arts education curricula 
Increase the availability of arts education programs 
for the general public 
Include arts as a graduation requirement 
Increase advocacy/awareness for the importance 
of arts education in the community 
Increase professional development opportunities 
for arts educators 
Establish cooperative coalitions among education 
and arts groups 
Include the arts as a college admission requirement 
Increase ans education staff at the Nebraska 
Depanment of Education 
Total 
1N=l,512 because most districts gave four responses. 
Responses 
Numbcr1 Percent 
419 28 
152 10 
140 9 
135 9 
121 8 
119 8 
112 7 
94 6 
89 6 
71 5 
38 3 
24 1 
1,512 100 
areas" (9 percent, 135 responses). Except for priority 2 (Allocate more state 
funds to arts programs) all of the changes could be implemented from within 
the school district. 
When responding districts were asked what they thought should be done to 
strengthen arts programs in their districts, most said "Nothing" (table 24). 
Districts were asked to select three methods for strengthening arts programs 
from a list provided to them. Table 24 shows that no more than 12 percent 
of the districts would do anything to strengthen their arts programs. 
Four of the 12 items selected were common to four of five arts areas. 
For example, priority one (Expand or improve supplies/ equipment), priority 
two (Review I revise curricula), priority three (Increase budget), and priority 
four (In-service training) were the same for visual arts, music, and 
drama/theatre. Variations occurred for dance and creative writing. Priority 
one was "Increase budget," priority two was increase "In-service training," 
and priority three was "Review/revise curriculum" for dance. 
For creative writing, responding districts would "Review I revise 
curricula" (priority 1 ), increase "In-service training" (priority 2), and 
"Increase instructional time/schedule changes" (priority 3). 
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Table 24 
Respondents' Opinions About Proposed Methods for Strengthening Arts Programs 
in Public School Districts, Nebraska, 1987 
Type of art 1 
Drama/ Creati\'e 
Method I Visual Music theatre Dance writing 
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 
Nothing I 354 32 426 38 647 57 836 74 630 56 
Expand or improve supplies/ 
equipment 125 12 124 11 66 6 33 3 so 4 
Review/revise curricula 116 11 96 9 66 6 37 3 103 9 
Increase budget 114 10 108 10 72 6 44 4 59 5 
In--selVice training 111 10 90 8 67 6 52 5 107 9 
Increase instructional 
time/schedule changes 79 7 80 7 50 4 31 3 70 7 
Increase staff 72 7 59 5 53 5 37 3 39 3 
Improve facilities 63 6 71 7 63 6 29 3 18 2 
Increase course or activity 
offerings I 60 5 60 5 so 4 28 2 58 5 
Total I 1,094 100 1,114 100 1,134 100 1,127 100 1,134 100 
1N=more than 378 because each district provided multiple responses. 
The discrepancy between respondents thinking that the arts are basic to 
education and their lack of commitment to strengthening arts programs within 
their districts is because they think that enrollment in arts courses and 
support for arts programs will not increase (tables 25 and 26). 
Table 25 shows respondents' perceptions about changes in visual, 
performing, and literary arts courses in the secondary schools. Most districts 
thought that enrollment in the arts had only been maintained during the past 2 
years. Table 26 shows that 74 percent (279 responses) of responding districts 
thought that support for arts programs would not increase or decrease but 
remain the same. 
Many factors, including overall need; attitudes of school board members, 
voters, and administrators; the perception that arts are less important than 
sciences; and general economic conditions, affect the future of arts education 
in Nebraska's public schools. Overall, the arts seem to have an attitudinal 
importance that is not reflected in allocated resources. 
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Table 25 
Respondents' Perceptions About Changes in Enrollment in Visual, Performing, and Literary Arts Courses 
in Public Secondary Schools During the Past 2 Years, Nebraska, 1987 
Rcsponses 1 
Type of art No 
Increased Decreased Maintained Response Total 
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 
Visual 64 26 28 II 128 52 28 11 248 100 
Music 
Drama/theater 
Dance 
70 28 30 12 132 53 16 6 248 99 2 
34 14 15 6 88 35 Ill 45 248 
2 I 10 4 35 14 201 81 248 
Creative writing 19 8 8 3 88 35 133 54 248 
1N=248 instead of 378 because 130 school districts provide only elementary education and should not 
respond to this question. 
2Does not equal 100 percent due to rounding. 
Opinion 
It will increase 
It will decrease 
It will stay the same 
No response 
1N=378. 
Discussion 
Table 26 
Respondents' Opinions About Support for Arts Programs 
in Public School Districts, Nebraska, 1987 
Number 
68 
12 
279 
19 
Responses 1 
Percent 
18 
3 
74 
5 
100 
100 
100 
The primary purpose of this survey was to examine the status of arts 
education in Nebraska's schools. This report should be viewed as a starting 
point for defining issues for further study and possible action. The data 
identified issues which could be used to guide future decisions. 
Policy. The survey shows that arts education in public schools lacks a 
formal policy, financial resources, and commitment to allocate more funds. If 
the arts are to be included in basic education, they must be supported by 
educational policymakers, district administrators, arts teachers, parents, and 
taxpayers. 
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Curricula. The number of basic course offerings appears to be more than 
adequate for visual arts and music and inadequate for drama/theatre, dance, 
and creative writing. While state regulations require instruction in visual arts 
and music, there are no requirements for drama/theatre, dance, and creative 
writing. 
There appear to be few formal curricula for arts programs. In the few 
districts with visual arts and music curricula, goals, objectives, and 
instructional activities are emphasized more than statement of educational 
purpose. 
Dance and creative writing appear to be components of larger curricula. 
Although other academic programs were not studied, the survey shows that 
arts curricula are not well-defined. 
Professional Development. Most public school districts do not provide 
professional development activities for regular classroom teachers and arts 
specialists, yet, teachers can more effectively implement arts education 
programs if they receive regular training. 
Support. There is a lack of support for activities to strengthen arts 
programs, although most districts perceive nonfinancial support for the arts to 
be strong or moderate. Comments indicate that there may be a lack of 
understanding about what arts education is and what it can do. Support for 
arts education can be expanded and changes can occur if advocacy is initiated 
from within and outside the educational system. 
Resources. Communication and coordination among school districts, arts 
organizations, and the public could be increased to strengthen and expand 
current networks. Networking not only enriches current arts programs, but it 
also combines several methods supported for getting arts accepted as basic 
subjects. 
Survey Results for Nonpublic Schools 
The 263 nonpublic schools in Nebraska received the same questionnaire as 
the public school districts. Total responses were 89, resulting in a response 
rate of 33 percent. Data from nonpublic schools cannot be compared with data 
from public school districts because of differences in methods of operation. 
Nonpublic schools are an independent entity under the supervision of a 
school office. They may have superintendents but remain independent and in 
control of their operations. Each school has its own curriculum, but it is 
regulated by state law. 
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Most nonpublic schools are comparable to Class I public school districts 
where head teachers are in charge of rural schools. Nonpublic schools are 
ineligible for state funding; funding comes from local church communities, or 
it is generated through tuition or grants. 
Arts Education Policy 
A mere 6 percent (5 responses) of nonpublic schools reported having a 
formal policy for arts education (table 27). 
Table 27 
Nonpublic Schools with a Formal Policy Concerning Arts Education, Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 
Policy Number Percent 
Yes 5 6 
No 80 90 
No response 4 4 
Total I 89 100 
Financial Support of Arts Education 
Respondents' estimates of how much their schools spent on arts education, 
as a percentage of the total operating budgets, are shown in table 28. Figures 
include items such as salaries, materials, and field trips. One fifth (21.4 
percent, 19 responses) estimated that less than 1 percent of their total 
operating budgets was spent on arts education. Nearly half ( 41.5 percent, 37 
responses) estimated that 0-9 percent was spent, while only 1 percent of the 
respondents estimated that more than 10 percent was spent on arts education. 
The largest reporting category was "Unknown" (57.1 percent, 51 responses). 
When asked if their school boards would be willing to commit additional 
financial resources to arts education, 45 percent ( 40 responses) said no, and 
22 percent did not respond (table 29). 
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Table 28 
Approximate Expenditures for Arts Education in Nonpublic S~hools 
as a Percentage of Total Annual Operating Budget, Nebraska, 1987 
Percentage of total operating budget 
I 
Responses 
spent on arts education Number 
Less than 2.0 19 
2.0 to 2.9 0 
3.0to3.9 3 
4.0 to 4.9 1 
5.0 to 5.9 3 
6.0 to 6.9 2 
7.0to7.9 4 
8.0 to 8.9 3 
9.0 to 9.9 2 
10.0 to 10.9 0 
11.0 to 11.9 0 
12.0 to 12.9 0 
13.0 to 13.9 1 
Unknown 51 
Total 89 
Table 29 
Percent 
21.4 
0 
3.4 
1.1 
3.4 
2.3 
4.5 
3.4 
2.3 
0 
0 
0 
1.1 
57.1 
100.0 
Respondents' Opinions About the WiHingness of School Boards to Commit More Financial Resources 
to Incorporate the Arts into Basic Education in Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 
Opinion Number Percent 
Yes 29 33 
No 40 45 
No response 20 22 
Total 89 100 
External Sources of Financial Support for Arts Education 
How do nonpublic schools fund arts education? Table 30 shows external 
sources of funds for visual, performing, and literary arts in Nebraska. 
Responding schools identified the following major external funding 
sources: PTA or parent booster groups (57 percent, 51 responses), private 
funding agencies (35 percent, 31 responses), community groups (24 percent, 
21 responses), and Nebraska Arts Council (23 percent, 20 responses). 
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Table 30 
External Sources of Financial Support for Visual, Performing, and Literary Arts 
in Nonpublic Schools, Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 
Not No 
Source I Yes No applicable response Total 
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 
Federal government 4 s 51 57 15 17 19 21 89 100 
State Department of Education 4 5 50 56 16 18 19 21 89 100 
Nebraska Arts Council 20 23 43 48 12 13 14 16 89 100 
Other state agencies 4 5 52 58 14 16 19 21 89 100 
Educational Service Units 17 19 42 47 12 14 18 20 89 100 
PTA or parent booster groups 51 57 20 23 10 11 8 9 89 100 
Local arts agencies 17 19 48 54 9 10 15 17 89 100 
Community groups 21 24 41 46 II 12 16 18 89 100 
Private funding agenices 31 35 34 38 9 10 15 17 89 100 
Visual, Performing, and Literary Arts Curricula 
The types and components of arts education programs in Nebraska's 
nonpublic schools are described in this section. Visual arts, music, 
drama/theatre, dance, and creative writing were studied. Responses were 
categorized for elementary, junior high, and senior high schools, based on 
ages of students. The Nebraska state Department of Education curricula 
requirements for the arts areas are described as found in Rule 14 and Rule 
15. Rule 14 contains the regulations and procedures for approving the 
continued legal operation of all schools and the opening of new schools. Rule 
15 describes the regulations and procedures for the accreditation of public and 
nonpublic schools. 
Major findings are presented for each area. Common topics for each arts 
area include available courses, required courses, curriculum components, 
instructional time, teacher training, available space, and adequacy of equipment 
and materials. 
Visual Arts 
Regulations of the Nebraska state Department of Education state only that 
art instruction will be provided at the elementary levels (Rule 14, 005.01B7); 
the amount or kind of instruction are not specified. At the secondary level 
(junior and senior high), regulations state that four instructional units of art 
will be offered (Rule 14, 006.01B8). 
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State school regulations for grades 9-12 require that the program of 
instruction provide 40 instructional units of visual and performing arts (Rule 
15, 006.0188). They do not specify how many units will be in each area. 
Courses Offered. "Art in Elementary" was offered by 81 percent (61 
responses) of respondents. "Art I" was the only other course with significant 
offering (23 percent, 17 responses). Other courses were provided by 0-8 
percent of schools (table 31). 
Table 31 
Nonpublic Elementary Schools Offering Visual, Performing, 
and Literaxy Arts Courses, Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 1 
Course Yes No 
No. % No. % 
Ani 17 23 58 77 
Art II 5 7 70 93 
Art lii 0 0 75 100 
Art IV 0 0 75 100 
Other 6 8 69 92 
Art in elementary 61 81 14 19 
Music 25 33 so 67 
Vocal music 23 31 52 69 
Vocal groups 10 13 65 87 
Instrumental music 24 32 51 68 
Instrumental groups 6 8 69 92 
Vocal lessons 0 0 75 100 
Instrumental lessons IS 20 60 80 
Music in elementary 62 83 13 17 
Theatre 2 3 73 97 
Beginning drama 4 5 71 95 
Advanced drama 0 0 75 100 
Drama in elementary 19 25 56 75 
Dance 5 7 70 93 
Creative writing 20 27 55 73 
Photography 0 0 75 100 
Graphic arts 0 0 75 100 
Radio/TV 0 0 75 100 
1N=75 instead of 89 because 14 schools do not provide elementary education and should not respond 
to this question. 
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More than half (53 percent, 16 responses) of junior high schools offered 
"Art I," and 27 percent (8 responses) offered "Art in Elementary." "Art II," 
"Art III," "Art IV," and "Other" were available in 0-20 percent of schools 
(table 32). 
Table 32 
Nonpublic junior High Schools Offering and Requiring Visual, Performing, and 
Literary Arts Courses, Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 1 
Course I Offer Require 
No. % No. % 
Ani 16 53 16 53 
An II 5 17 5 17 
An III 2 7 1 3 
Art IV 0 0 0 0 
• Other 6 20 6 20 
Art in elementary 8 27 0 0 
Music 16 53 16 53 
Vocal music 15 50 15 50 
Vocal groups 12 40 1 3 
Instrumental music 19 63 0 0 
Instrumental groups 9 30 0 0 
Vocal lessons 3 10 0 0 
Instrumental lessons 11 37 0 0 
Music in elementary 8 27 0 0 
Theatre I 3 0 0 
Beginning drama 3 10 3 10 
Advanced drama 0 0 0 0 
Drama in elementary I 3 0 0 
Dance I 3 I 3 
Creative writing 12 40 12 40 
Photography I 3 0 0 
Graphic arts I 3 0 0 
Radio/TV 0 0 0 0 
1N=30 instead of 89 because 59 schools do not provide junior high school education and should not respond 
to this question. 
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Students in nonpublic senior high schools benefit from "Art I" and "Art 
II" courses at more than 90 percent of responding schools. Other offerings 
include: "Art III" ( 64 percent, 14 responses), "Art IV" (55 percent, 12 
responses), and "Other" (45 percent, 10 responses) (table 33). 
Table 33 
Nonpublic Senior High Schools Offering and Requiring Visual, Performing, and 
Literary Arts Courses, Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 1 
Course I Offer Require 
No. % No. 
Art! 20 91 5 
Art II 21 95 0 
Art III 14 64 0 
Art IV 12 55 0 
Other 10 45 2 
Music 13 59 6 
Vocal music 22 100 6 
Vocal groups 15 68 0 
Instrumental music 17 77 2 
Instrumental groups 13 59 1 
Vocal lessons 11 50 0 
Instrumental lessons 14 64 0 
Theatre 6 27 0 
Beginning drama 13 59 2 
Advanced drama 6 27 0 
Dance 1 5 0 
Creative writing 14 64 4 
Photography 8 36 0 
Graphic arts 7 32 0 
Radio/TV 0 0 0 
% 
23 
0 
0 
0 
9 
27 
27 
0 
9 
5 
0 
0 
0 
9 
0 
0 
18 
0 
0 
0 
1N=22 instead of 89 because 57 schools do not offer senior high school education and sh.ould not respond 
to this question. 
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Courses Required. Schools were asked to report the visual arts courses 
they require junior and senior high school students to take. junior high school 
students are required to take "Art I" in 53 percent of schools (16 responses), 
"Art II" in 17 percent of schools ( 5 responses), and "Other" art courses in 
20 percent ( 6 responses) (table 32). 
Senior high school requirements are somewhat less: 23 percent (5 
responses) are required to take "Art !," and only 9 percent (2 responses) are 
required to take "Other" arts courses. No other requirements were reported 
by respondents (table 33). 
Instructional Time. Most nonpublic schools ( 69 percent, 52 responses) 
reported that their kindergarten through sixth grade students receive 30-60 
minutes of visual arts instruction per week, 13 percent (10 responses) 
receive 61-90 minutes, and 5 percent ( 4 responses) spend no time studying 
visual arts (table 34). 
Type 
of 
Table 34 
Number of Minutes Per Week Kindergarten Through Sixth Grade Students in Nonpublic Schools 
Receive Instruction in Visual, Performing, and Literary Arts, Nebraska, 1987 
Instructional time per week 
Less More 
than 30 30-60 61-90 91-120 than 120 No 
art None minutes minutes minutes minutes minutes response 
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 
Visual 4 5 4 5 52 69 10 13 1 1 0 0 4 5 
Music 0 0 4 5 40 53 25 33 4 5 0 0 2 3 
Drama/theatre 18 24 28 37 4 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 25 33 
Dance 30 40 11 15 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 32 43 
Creative writing 6 8 17 23 31 41 3 4 2 3 1 1 15 20 
1N=75 instead of 89 because 14 schools do not provide elementary education and should not respond to this 
question. 
Teacher Training. The regular classroom teacher is responsible for 
teaching visual arts in elementary schools in 84 percent ( 63 responses) of 
responding schools. An arts specialist teaches visual art in only 9 percent (7 
responses) of schools (table 35). 
Endorsed teachers are responsible for teaching visual arts to junior high 
students in 67 percent (20 responses) of schools. The remainder are taught 
by nonendorsed teachers (table 35). 
Senior high students are taught visual arts by endorsed teachers in 86 
percent (19 responses) of reporting nonpublic schools. Again, the remainder 
are taught by nonendorsed teachers (table 35). 
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Table 3 5 
Person Responsible for Teaching Visual, Performing, and Literary Arts 
in Nonpublic Schools, Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 1 
Elementary2 junior high 3 Senior high 4 
Type Regular 
of classroom Arts Nonendorsed Endorsed Nonendorsed Endorsed 
art teacher specialist teacher teacher teacher teacher 
% % % % % % 
Visual 84 9 33 67 14 86 
Music 53 44 17 83 0 100 
Dram a/theatre 21 4 7 23 0 55 
1Pcrcenrages may not totallOO percent because of no responses. 
2N=75 instead of 89 because 14 schools do not provide elementary education and should not respond to 
this question. 
3N= 30 instead of 89 because 59 schools do not provide junior high education and should not respond 
to this question. 
4N=22 instead of 89 because 57 schools do not provide senior high education and should not respond to 
this question. 
Adequacy of Equipment and Matedals. More than half of nonpublic 
elementary schools (53 percent, 47 responses) thought the equipment and 
materials used in their visual arts programs were adequate. Only S percent 
(4 responses) thought they were more than adequate, and one-third (32 
percent, 29 response) did not answer this question (table 36). 
Many junior high schools ( 68 percent, 60 responses) did not respond to 
this question. Only one-fourth (26 percent, 23 responses) thought that 
equipment and materials were adequate (table 36). 
Senior high schools also had a high non response rate (77 percent) but an 
adequate rating was given by 19 percent (17 responses) of respondents (table 
36). 
Availability of Space. Half of nonpublic elementary schools did not 
respond when asked if they provided specialized space for visual arts. 
Twenty-eight percent (21 responses) of respondents did not provide 
specialized space, however, 17 percent (13 responses) of respondents said 
they provided specialized space (table 37). ' 
A sizable 83 percent (25 responses) of junior high schools provided 
specialized space for visual arts (table 37). Similarly, 86 percent of senior 
high schools provided specialized space for visual arts (19 responses) (table 
37). 
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of 
Table 36 
Respondents' Perceptions of the Adequacy of the Equipment and Materials Provided 
to Implement Arts Programs in Non public Schools, Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 1 
Elementary 2 Junior high 3 Senior high 4 
More More 
than than 
More 
than 
art Inadequate Adequate adequate Inadequate Adequate adequate Inadequate Adequate adequat 
% % % % % % % % 
Visual 12 63 5 10 77 10 9 77 
Music 9 63 12 7 77 13 14 64 
Drama/theatre 7 19 0 3 20 0 5 36 
Dance 1 I I 3 0 0 0 0 
Creative writing 3 15 3 7 27 3 9 32 
1Percentages may not total 100 percent because of no responses. 
2N=75 instead of 89 because 14 schools do not provide elementary education and should not respond to this 
question. 
3N=30 instead of 89 because 59 schools do not provide junior high education and should nor respond to 
this question. 
4N=22 instead of 89 because 57 schools do not provide senior high education and should not respond to this 
question. 
Type 
of art 
Visual 
Music 
Drama/theatre 
Dance 
Creative writing 
Table 37 
Non public Schools Providing Specialized Space Exclusively 
for the Visual, Performing, and Literary Arts, Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 
Elementary 1 Junior high 2 
All Some No 
buildings buildings buildings Yes 
% % % % 
17 4 28 83 
36 8 23 87 
3 5 23 17 
0 3 19 33 
3 3 33 17 
Senior high 3 
Yes 
% 
86 
100 
27 
9 
27 
1N=75 instead of 89 because 14 schools do not provide elementary education and should not respond to this 
question. Percentages may not total 100 percent because of nO responses. 
2N=30 instead of 89 because 59 schools do not provide junior high school education and should not 
respond to this question. 
3N=22 instead of 89 because 57 schools do not provide senior high school education and should not respond 
to this question. 
% 
9 
18 
9 
5 
5 
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Music 
Rules 14 and 15 of the Nebraska state Department of Education contain 
the state school regulations concerning music requirements. The same rules 
apply to the visual arts. 
Rule 14 (006.01B8) states that four instructional units of music will be 
offered in grades 9-12. State regulations also require that 40 instructional 
units of visual and performing arts be provided in senior high schools (grades 
9-12) (Rule 15, 006.01B8). The regulations do not specify how many 
instructional units will be in music. 
Courses Offered. Most (83 percent, 62 responses) nonpublic elementary 
schools offered "Music in Elementary" to their students. One-third offered 
"Music" (33 percent, 25 responses), "Vocal Music" (31 percent, 23 
responses), or "Instrumental Music" (32 percent, 24 responses). "Instrumental 
Lessons" were provided by 20 ~er~ent of schools (15 responses) (table 31). 
Junior high students have a variety of music courses available to them. At 
least half of the schools offer.:iiMusic" (53 percent, 16 responses), "Vocal 
Music" (50 percent, 15 respons·es), or "Instrumental Music" (63 percent, 19 
responses). "Vocal Lessons" (lO_'Qercent, 3 response) were offered by less 
than one-fourth of schools; all .. Qther programs were offered by more than 
_.,i ~--~ 
one-fourth of schools (table 32). ' 
Senior high school music programs received the greatest attention. All 
(100 percent, 22 responses) reporting schools offer "Vocal Music," and 77 
percent offered "Instrumental Music." More than half of all senior high 
schools offered one or more of ·the programs listed in table 33. 
,- = 
Courses Required. Requirements for music courses at the junior high 
school level include only· "Music" (53 percent, 16 responses) and "Vocal 
Music" (50 percent, 15 responses). One school ( 3 percent) required "Vocal 
Group" (table 32). 
Senior high schools had even fewer music requirements, with "Music" 
(27 percent, 6 responses) and "Vocal Music" (27 percent, 6 responses) being 
the only significant ones (table '33). 
At both junior and senior ··liigh school levels, many more music courses 
are offered than are required;'"lmplying that most students take these classes 
as electives. 
Instructional Time. More than half of responding schools (53 percent, 
40 responses) reported that their kindergarten through sixth grade students 
spend 30-60 minutes per week studying music, while one-third ( 33 percent, 
25 responses) spend 61-90 minutes, and 5 percent or less spend less than 30 
minutes or more than 90 minutes studying music (table 34 ). 
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Teacher Training. Music in elementary schools is taught by almost equal 
numbers of regular classroom teachers (53 percent, 40 responses) and arts 
specialists ( 44 percent, 33 responses). 
junior and senior high school students receive instruction from a music 
specialist to a much greater degree. Eighty-three percent of junior high 
schools and 100 percent of senior high schools employ endorsed teachers to 
teach music courses (table 35). 
Adequacy of Equipment and Materials. When asked whether they 
thought the materials and equipment were adequate to implement music 
programs, more than half of elementary schools (53 percent, 47 responses), 
26 percent (23 responses) of junior high schools, and 16 percent (14 
responses) of senior high schools said yes. But, most junior high ( 67 percent, 
60 responses) and senior high (77 percent, 68 responses) schools did not 
respond to this question (table 36). 
Availability of Space. At the elementary level, one-third (36 percent, 27 
responses) of nonpublic schools provide specialized space for music. Much 
more specialized space is provided in junior high ( 87 percent, 26 responses) 
and senior high (100 percent, 22 responses) schools (table 37). 
Drama/Theatre 
Rule 14 and Rule 15 of the Nebraska state Department of Education have 
no requirements in drama/theatre. Course offerings are taken as electives. 
Courses Offered. At the elementary level, one-fourth (25 percent, 19 
responses) of nonpublic schools offer "Drama in Elementary" (table 31). 
Less drama/theatre is offered at the junior high school level; only 10 
percent ( 3 responses) of schools offer "Beginning Drama" to students (table 
32). Senior high school students fare much better; more than half (59 
percent, 13 responses) of schools offer "Beginning Drama." More than one-
fourth of schools offer "Theatre" (27 percent, 6 responses) or "Advanced 
Drama" (27 percent, 6 responses) (table 33). 
Courses Required. No more than 10 percent of nonpublic junior and 
senior high schools in Nebraska require courses in drama/theatre (tables 32 
and 33). 
Instructional Time. Kindergarten through sixth grade students spend less 
time studying drama/theatre than visual arts or music. Thirty-seven percent 
(28 responses) of schools spend less than 30 minutes/week instructing 
drama/theatre; one-fourth (24 percent, 18 responses) spend none (table 34). 
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Teacher Training. Elementary students are taught drama/theatre by 
regular classroom teachers in 44 percent ( 33 responses) of responding 
schools (table 35). junior high school students are taught almost equally by 
endorsed teachers ( 30 percent, 9 responses) and non endorsed teachers ( 23 
percent, 7 responses) (table 35). However, senior high school students are 
instructed by endorsed teachers in 64 percent (14 responses) of schools (table 
35). Many schools did not respond to this question. 
Adequacy of Equipment and Materials. When asked about the adequacy 
of equipment and materials to implement drama/theatre programs, most 
elementary schools failed to respond. Twenty-two percent (20 responses) 
chose adequate and 15 percent (13 responses) said inadequate (table 36). Only 
10 percent (9 responses) of junior high and senior high schools chose 
adequate (table 36). 
Availability of Space. While very few (8 percent, 6 responses) 
elementary schools provide specialized space for drama/theatre, 17 percent (5 
responses) of junior high schools and 27 percent of senior high schools ( 6 
responses) provide specialized space (table 37). 
Dance 
Regulations governing elementary schools state only that physical education 
will be provided (Rule 14, 005.01B6 and Rule 15, 005.01B6). Regulations 
governing senior high schools (grades 9-12) state that 10 instructional units of 
Personal Health and Physical Fitness will be offered (Rule 14, 006.01B6). 
State regulations for senior high schools also require that 20 instructional 
units of Personal Health and Physical Fitness instruction be provided (Rule 
15, 006.01B7). Dance is not mentioned specifically at any level. 
Courses Offered. Dance was offered in less than 10 percent of 
elementary ( 5 responses), junior high (I response), and senior high schools 
(I response) (tables 31, 32, and 33). 
Courses Required. Dance is a required course in only one junior high 
school (table 32). No nonpublic senior high school responded that it required 
dance. 
Instructional Time. Fifteen percent of elementary schools spend less 
than 30 minutes per week in dance instruction; 40 percent spend no time in 
dance instruction (table 34). 
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Adequacy of Equipment and Materials. Most elementary (96 percent, 86 
responses), junior high schools ( 99 percent, 88 responses), and senior high 
schools (98 percent, 87 responses) reported that the equipment and materials 
provided for dance were inadequate, or they did not respond (table 36). 
Availability of Space. Many schools (80 percent) in all categories did not 
respond to this question. Less than 10 percent of respondents provided 
specialized space for dance instruction (table 37). 
Creative Writing 
State regulations state that language arts instruction will be provided in 
elementary schools (Rule 14, 005.01Bl and Rule 15, 005.01Bl). Regulations 
governing senior high schools (grades 9-12) state that 40 instructional units of 
language arts will be offered (Rule 14, 006.01Bl ). State school regulations 
for senior high schools require that 60 instructional units of language arts be 
provided (Rule 15, 006.01Bl). Creative writing is not mentioned specifically at 
any level. 
Given the emphasis on language arts, English, and communication, creative 
writing most likely receives less attention as an art than a communication 
discipline. Therefore, data reported for creative writing curricula may be 
inconclusive. 
Courses Offered. More than one-fourth (27 percent, 20 responses) of 
nonpublic elementary schools reported offering instruction in creative writing 
(table 31). The percentage increases in junior high schools to 40 percent (12 
responses) (table 32). Senior high school students are offered instruction in 
creative writing in 64 percent (14 responses) of responding schools (table 
33). 
Courses Required. The number of required creative writing courses in 
junior high schools is equal to the number offered ( 40 percent, 12 responses) 
(table 32). However, only 18 percent (4 responses) of senior high schools 
require creative writing (table 33). 
Instructional Time. When asked how many minutes per week 
kindergarten through sixth grade students receive instruction in creative 
writing, 41 percent (31 responses) of respondents said 30-60 minutes, 23 
percent ( 17 responses) said less than 30 minutes, and 8 percent ( 6 responses) 
said none (table 34). 
Adequacy of Equipment and Materials. Elementary school respondents 
were fairly satisfied with the equipment and materials (39 percent, 35 
45 
responses) provided to teach creative writing. Seventeen percent of junior 
high schools thought that equipment and materials were adequate, but 80 
percent (71 responses) did not respond. The same was true with senior high 
schools; 9 percent (8 responses) said that equipment and materials were 
adequate, but 88 percent (78 responses) did not respond (table 36). 
Availability of Space. Little specialized space is made available to 
elementary students for instruction in creative writing (6 percent, 4 
. responses). More schools (17 percent, 5 responses) provide space in junior 
high schools. The most is provided in senior high schools (27 percent, 6 
responses) (table 37). 
Components of Curricula 
Examination of arts curricula offerings in Nebraska's nonpublic schools 
reveals that visual arts and music courses most often have a statement of 
purpose, goals, and objectives. They also contain instructional activities, 
materials, and student evaluations. Creative writing courses contain these 
components in one-third of responding schools. Drama/theatre and dance 
courses least often have the components listed in table 38. 
Student progress is most often evaluated by performance (89 percent, 79 
responses), tests ( 61 percent, 54 responses), and products ( 38 percent, 34 
responses). Student honors are the least used evaluation tool (16 percent, 14 
responses) (table 39). 
Table 38 
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Table 39 
Methods Nonpublic Schools Use to Evaluate Student Progress, Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 
Method of evaluation Yes No Total 
No. % No. % No. % 
Performance 79 89 10 II 89 100 
Tests 54 61 35 39 89 100 
Honors 14 16 75 84 89 100 
Products 34 38 55 62 89 100 
Summary of Major Findings 
The following arts areas were highlighted in this survey: Visual arts, 
music, drama/theatre, dance, and creative writing. Music was the course 
offered most often. In order of frequency, the others were visual arts, 
drama/theatre, creative writing, and dance. Figure 6 shows the percentage of 
arts courses offered in each area. 
Figure 6 
Percentage of Arts Courses Offered in Non public Schools, Nebraska, 1987 
Music 53.8% 
Visual arts 30% 
Creative writing 6.8% 
Dance 1.3% 
Drama/theatre 8.1% 
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Courses Offered 
Figure 7 shows that nonpublic elementary schools offer the most courses 
in all areas except drama/theatre. This reflects the larger number of 
elementary schools (compared with junior and senior high schools). Senior 
high schools rank next in number of courses offered. 
Overall, it appears that basic courses are offered much more often than 
are advanced courses. For example, in visual arts "Art in Elementary" and 
"Art I" are offered to the most students. "Art I" is most prominent at other 
levels too. In music, "Music" and "Vocal Music" are offered most frequently 
in all schools. "Instrumental Music" is well represented in junior and senior 
high schools. Creative writing courses are offered mainly in senior high 
schools and, to a lesser degree, in junior high schools. "Beginning Drama" is 
offered at most nonpublic senior high schools. "Drama in Elementary" makes 
a fair showing at the elementary level, but few junior high school students 
are offered drama courses. Dance courses are rare in all nonpublic schools. 
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Figure 7 
Number of Courses Offered in Non public Elementary, 
Junior High, and Senior High Schools, Nebraska, 1987 
Elementary Junior High Senior High 
LEGEND 
~Visual arts 
-Music 
~ Drama/theatre 
~Dance 
D Creative writing 
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Courses Required 
Figure 8 shows the number of courses offered in each arts area and the 
number required in junior and senior high schools. In junior high schools, 
more than half of the visual arts, drama/theatre, dance, and creative writing 
courses are required. Far more music courses are offered than are required. 
Senior high school students are offered many more courses than they are 
required to take. Generally, they take these courses as electives. 
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Figure 8 
Number of Courses Offered and Required in 
Nonpublic Secondary Schools, Nebraska, 1987 
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Teachers 
As shown in figure 9, regular classroom teachers almost always teach 
visual arts and drama/theatre in elementary schools. Arts specialists teach 
music in almost half of reporting elementary schools. On the other hand, 
junior and senior high school students usually are taught by teachers endorsed 
in visual art. 
Figure 10 shows the percentage of nonpublic schools offering courses in 
the visual, performing, and literary arts. As can be seen, most schools offer 
at least one course in music (97 percent, 86 responses) and visual arts (96 
percent, 85 responses). More than one-third offer at least one course in 
drama/theatre (38 percent, 34 responses) and creative writing (36 percent, 32 
responses). Only 7 percent ( 6 responses) provide at least one course in 
dance. 
so 
Figure 9 
Person Responsible for Teaching Visual, Performing, and Literary Arts 
in Nonpublic Schools, Nebraska, 1987 
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Figure 10 
Nonpublic Schools Offering Courses in the Visual, Performing, 
and Literary Arts, Nebraska, 1987 
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Visual, Performing, and Literary Arts Educators 
LEGEND 
~ Visual arts 
-Music 
~ Drama/theatre 
~Dance 
CJ Creati\·e writing 
As reported earlier, regular classroom teachers usually are responsible 
for teaching visual, performing, and literary arts to .elementary school 
students. At the junior and senior high school levels, the arts are taught by 
teachers with special training in those areas (endorsed teachers or arts 
specialists). 
To be effective, teachers need ongoing training to acquire instructional 
skills and expand their views of arts education. To determine the extent to 
which this training occurs, schools were asked about the continuing 
professional development provided for arts educators. 
Table 40 shows that regular classroom teachers receive much more 
continuing professional development than do arts specialists. In visual arts, 
for example, 46 percent of schools ( 41 responses) provide continuing 
professional development to classroom teachers, compared with 18 percent (16 
responses) for arts specialists. Not only do regular classroom teachers have 
more training available to them, but more of this training is paid for by the 
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schools than it is for the arts specialists. Schools also provide more release 
time for training to regular classroom teachers (table 41). Generally, the 
regular classroom teacher takes advantage of these opportunities by attending 
more professional development activities than the arts specialists. 
Table 40 
Nonpublic Schools in Nebraska That Provide Continuing Professional Development 
for Regular Classroom Teachers and Arts Specialists 
Type of art 
Visual 
Music 
Drama/theatre 
Dance 
Creative writing 
1N=89. 
Who Teach Visual, Performing, and Literary Arts, 1987 
Regular classroom teachers 
No. % 
41 
35 
16 
10 
30 
46 
39 
18 
11 
34 
Responses 1 
Table 41 
Arts specialist 
No. % 
16 
23 
8 
3 
8 
18 
26 
9 
3 
9 
Professional Development Activities in Which Regular Classroom Teachers and Arts Specialists 
Participate and Methods of Payment, Nebraska, 1987 
Method of payment 
Regular classroom teachers Arts specialists 
Release Rdease 
Professional Paid by Paid by time Paid by Paid by time 
activities school teacher provided Total school teacher provided 
% % % % % % % 
Graduate coursework 29 60 11 42 25 63 12 
Conferences 50 20 30 46 39 21 40 
Workshops/clinics 54 19 27 52 47 16 37 
In-service training 57 12 31 51 44 15 41 
52 
Total 
% 
24 
28 
32 
27 
J 
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Community Support and Interaction 
Overall, respondents gave a moderate to weak rating to nonfinancial 
community support of arts in nonpublic schools (66 percent, 59 responses) 
(table 42). Only 18 percent thought that support, such as participating in arts 
events and activities, was strong in the community. Nine percent (8 
responses) thought it was nonexistent. Generally, respondents perceived that 
arts education activities in nonpublic schools were beneficial and helped 
generate public support. More than half ( 60 percent, 53 responses) said that 
such activities generated positive media coverage for the school and drew 
strong parent/community support (59 percent, 52 responses). However, only 
one-third (35 percent, 31 responses) thought that arts activities helped attract 
and retain students (table 43). 
Community resources often are used to supplement arts programs in 
schools. Respondents were asked to indicate which they used, both within and 
outside of their communities. As one would expect, schools used more 
resources within the community. 
The community resources used most often were libraries (66 percent, 59 
responses), museums (58 percent, 52 ·responses), and music groups (52 
percent, 46 responses). One-third or more schools used parks and 
recreational areas ( 49 percent, 43 responses), exhibitions ( 47 percent, 42 
responses), and drama groups (39 percent, 43 responses). Few schools took 
advantage of arts clubs (14 percent, 12 responses), businesses/corporations 
(1 0 percent, 9 responses), and arts agencies (7 percent, 6 responses). Many 
of these resources are unavailable in smaller communities (table 44 ). 
Table 42 
Respondents' Perceptions of Nonfinancial Support for Arts Activities 
in Nonpublic Schools, Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 1 
Perception of support Number 
Strong 
Moderate 
Weak 
Nonexistent 
Don't know 
1N=89. 
16 
41 
18 
8 
6 
Percent 
18 
46 
20 
9 
7 
53 
Table 43 
Respondents' Perceptions of the Benefits of Arts Education Activities 
within the Non public Schools, Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 
Benefit I Yes No No response Total 
No. % No. % No. % No. % 
Generated positive media coverage 
for school and district I 53 60 24 27 12 13 89 100 
Contributed to schools ability to 
attract and retain students I 31 35 39 44 19 21 89 100 
Resulted in unusual or outstanding 
achievements for arts 
students/groups I 45 51 24 27 20 22 89 100 
Strengthened/enhanced other 
educational activities I 46 52 22 25 21 23 89 100 
Drew strong support from 
parents/community I 52 59 18 20 19 21 89 100 
I 
Table 44 
Community Resources Non public Schools Use to Supplement Their Arts Programs, Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 
i Resource I Yes No No response Total 
' 
! No. % No. % No. % No. % 
I Art centers 28 32 34 38 27 30 89 100 
I Museums 52 58 !6 18 21 24 89 100 I Galleries 26 29 38 43 25 28 89 100 
1 
An clubs 12 14 48 54 29 32 89 100 
Exhibitions 42 47 24 27 23 26 89 100 J Artists-in -r esi den ce 24 27 38 43 27 30 89 100 
College/university fine arts departments 18 20 41 46 30 l4 89 100 
Arts agencies 6 7 51 57 32 36 89 100 
I Orchestras 24 27 40 45 25 28 89 100 
l Music groups 46 52 25 28 18 20 89 100 ~ Drama groups 35 l9 30 34 24 27 89 100 
Dance groups 19 21 42 47 28 32 89 100 
Libraries 59 66 12 14 18 20 89 100 
Parks and recreational areas 43 49 19 21 27 30 89 100 
Parent advocacy groups 21 24 40 45 28 31 89 100 
Businesses/corporations 9 10 47 53 33 37 89 100 
54 J 
The most frequently used resources from outside the community included: 
Museums (33 percent, 29 responses), music groups (27 percent, 27 
responses), libraries (23 percent, 20 responses), and exhibitions (23 percent, 
20 responses). Arts organizations, such as art clubs (2 percent, 2 responses), 
college/university fine arts departments (13 percent, 12 responses), and arts 
agencies (7 percent, 6 responses) were poorly utilized (table 45). Utilization 
of resources may depend on availability in smaller communities. 
Table 45 
Resources from Outside the Community That Non public Schools Use 
to Supplement Arts Programs, Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 
Resource I Yes No No response Total 
No. % No. % No. % No. % 
Art centers 19 21 32 36 38 43 89 100 
Museums 29 33 26 29 34 38 89 100 
Galleries 16 18 35 39 38 43 89 100 
Art clubs 2 2 47 53 40 45 89 100 
Exhibitions 20 23 32 36 37 41 89 100 
Artists ·in· residence 9 10 39 44 41 46 89 100 
College/university fine arts departments 12 13 38 43 39 44 89 100 
Arts agencies 6 7 44 49 39 44 89 100 
Orchestras 5 6 45 50 39 44 89 100 
Music groups 24 27 31 35 34 38 89 100 
Drama groups 15 17 36 40 38 43 89 100 
Dance groups 5 6 45 51 39 43 89 100 
Libraries 20 23 32 36 37 41 89 100 
Parks and recreational areas ll 15 41 46 35 39 89 100 
Parent advocacy groups 4 4 46 52 39 44 89 100 
Businesses/corporations 4 4 46 52 39 44 89 100 
The Future of Arts Education in Nebraska's Nonpublic Schools 
An overwhelming 92 percent (82 responses) of nonpublic schools thought 
that the study of arts was basic to education. When asked to rank proposed 
methods for making the arts basic subjects in the curricula, one-fourth chose 
"Strengthening the arts education criteria in the elementary teaching 
endorsement." The next most frequently identified methods were "Increase the 
use of professional resources (museums, workshops, artist performances)," 
and "Infuse the arts into other subject areas." All others received less than 
10 percent of responses (table 46). 
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Table 46 
Respondents' Endorsements of Proposed Methods for Making the Arts Basic Subjects 
in the Curricula of Non public Schools, Nebraska, 1987 
Method 
Strengthen the arts education criteria in the 
elementary teaching endorsement 
Increase the use of professional resources (museums, 
workshops, artist performances) 
Infuse the arts into other subject areas 
Increase professional development opportunities 
for arts educators 
Increase the availability of arts education programs 
for the general public 
Establish measurable sequential arts education curricula 
Include arts as a graduation requirement 
Increase advocacy/awareness for the importance 
of arts education in the community 
Establish cooperative coalitions among ~ducation 
and arts groups 
Include the arts as a college admission requirement 
Allocatt: mort: state funds to ans programs 
Increase arts education staff at the Nebfaska 
Department of Education 
1N=356 because each school gave four responses. 
2ooes not equallOO percent due to rounding. 
Responses 
Number1 Perccnt2 
88 25 
46 13 
40 11 
33 9 
31 9 
29 8 
27 8 
25 7 
17 5 
9 3 
9 J 
2 
When asked to suggest changes to strengthen current arts programs in 
their schools, most responded "Nothing" (table 47). Of the 15 percent who 
suggested changes, curricula changes, improvement of supplies and equipment, 
and in-service training were mentioned most often. 
Although the respondents indicated that the arts are basic to education, 
they expressed a lack of commitment to strengthening current arts programs. 
A possible reason for this may be because they think that enrollment in arts 
courses will not increase. Respondents perceive that enrollment in the arts 
over the past 2 years has, at best, only been "Maintained" (table 48). 
Table 49 shows that most respondents (SS percent, 49 responses) thought 
that support for arts programs would remain the same. However, more than 
one-third (37 percent, 33 responses) thought it would increase. 
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Table 47 
Respondents' Endorsements of Proposed Methods for Strengthening Arts Programs 
in the Nonpublic Schools, Nebraska, 1987 
Programs 
Visual Drama/ Creative 
Method I Arts Music Theatre Dance Writing 
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 
NO[hing I 70 26 82 3! 144 54 196 73 136 51 
Curriculum development/ 
review/revision I 40 15 H 13 23 9 14 5 31 12 
Expand or improve supplies/ 
equipment 39 15 31 12 12 4 4 2 15 6 
In-service training 36 13 26 10 18 7 11 4 33 12 
Increase budget 24 9 29 11 16 6 10 4 13 5 
Increase instructional time/ 
schedule changes 15 6 23 9 15 6 9 3 19 7 
Increase staff 14 5 15 6 14 5 11 4 7 3 
Improve facilities 11 4 14 5 13 5 6 2 0 0 
Increase course or activity 
offerings I 18 7 13 4 12 4 6 2 13 5 
Total I 267 100 267 100 267 100 267 100 267 100 
Table 48 
Respondents' Perceptions About Changes in Enrollment in Visual, Performing, and Literary Arts Courses 
in Nonpublic Secondary Schools During the Past 2 Years, Nebraska, 1987 
Responscs 1 
Type of art Increased Decreased Maintained No response 
No. % No. % No. % No. % 
-
Visual 13 25 7 14 23 44 9 17 
Music 15 29 10 19 19 37 8 15 
Drama/theatre 11 21 2 4 19 37 20 38 
Dance 1 2 2 4 14 27 35 67 
Creative writing 10 19 6 12 16 31 20 38 
1
:--.:=52 instead of 89 because 37 schools do not provide secondary education and should not respond to this 
question. 
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Opinion 
It will increase 
It will decrease 
It will stay the same 
No response 
Total 
Table 49 
Respondents' Opinions About Support for Arts Programs 
in Nonpublic Schools, Nebraska, 1987 
Number 
33 
49 
6 
89 
Responses 
Percent 
37 
1 
55 
7 
100 
~~n J 
The following brief discussion is not intended to recommend policy 
changes. Recommendations should come from experts, survey data, and careful 
analyses of the present situation. 
Policy. Generally, a low priority is given to arts education by nonpublic 
schools. This is evidenced by a lack of formal arts policies, lean budgets, 
and unwillingness to commit more funds. 
Curricula. Students have access to basic visual arts and music courses. 
However, advanced classes are not found routinely in Nebraska's nonpublic 
schools, and it is not known if there is student demand for such courses. 
Professional Development. A lack of continuing professional development 
for both classroom teachers and arts specialists pervades the nonpublic 
schools. Arts specialists and endorsed teachers receive even less than 
classroom teachers, possibly because it is assumed they are already trained. 
Support. A lack of nonfinancial community 
universally. The best supporters of arts activities in 
parents and groups associated closely with the schools. 
support is perceived 
nonpublic schools are 
Resources. Arts organizations seem to play a minor role in school arts 
programs. It is not evident whether this lack of cooperation is perpetuated by 
the schools or the arts organizations. 
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Survey Results for Arts Organizations 
A survey of nonprofit arts organizations in Nebraska was conducted 
between April 22 and June 3, 1987. The survey was part of a larger study 
undertaken to identify the needs and opportunities for creating a state plan 
that would establish the arts as basic courses in Nebraska's elementary and 
secondary schools. Information from the arts organizations could help identify 
the role of artists and arts institutions in making the arts basic in education. 
The following areas will be addressed: The availability of resources 
necessary for a long-term commitment to arts education; the development of 
coalitions among educators, artists, and arts institutions; and the attitudes of 
arts organizations toward arts education. 
Population Sample and Methodology 
The study was designed by staff members at the Center for Applied 
Urban Research ( CAUR) in consultation with staff members from the 
Nebraska Arts Ccuncil (NAC). The staff members from NAC provided 
guidance and advice in developing the questionnaire. 
Sample 
-Questionnaires, with cover letters, were mailed to 267 arts organizations 
throughout the state using a mailing list provided by NAC. The mailing list 
included all of the nonprofit arts organizations in the state that were 
identified by NAC, which funds only nonprofit arts organizations. The 
questionnaires were designed as self-mailing documents and return postage 
was provided to facilitate the responses. 
Several follow-up procedures were incorporated into the methodology to 
increase the return rate. Approximately 10 days after the first mailing, 
follow-up postcards were mailed to all of the arts organizations on the 
mailing list. The following week, a duplicate questionnaire and a second 
cover letter were mailed to all of the nonrespondents. During the next 3 
weeks, staff from NAC telephoned the nonrespondents to inquire about the 
status of the questionnaire and to find out whether respondents needed another 
copy of the questionnaire. 
After the questionnaires were returned, and as a result of the telephone 
follow-up, 25 arts organizations were identified as being defunct or inactive, 
while 21 arts organizations indicated the questionnaire did not apply to them. 
The sample size for the study, then, consisted of 221 arts organizations. 
There were 102 organizations responding to the questionnaire for a response 
rate of 46 percent. 
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Methodology 
The following methodology was applied to the data pertaining to questions 
2, 3, 4, and 10 of the questionnaire (Appendix C). Not all of the organizations 
responding to the questionnaire could be expected to offer programs in all of 
the arts areas listed. Therefore, it was decided that more meaningful results 
would be obtained by identifying which arts organizations would most likely 
offer programs in a specific arts area. In this manner, it would be possible 
to identify whether the organizations were offering programs in their 
respective disciplines. 
An information system used by the NAC was incorporated into the coding 
process to classify organizations by arts area. This information system 
(National Standard for Arts Information Exchange) is used by arts agencies 
nationwide. It provides, as the name implies, a standard set of terms, 
definitions, and principles used by all states arts agencies in organizing and 
reporting information. The aim of the system is to improve management 
procedures and to ensure compatibility in the organization, collection, and 
exchange of information about the arts. 
All of the arts organizations on the NAC mailing list were identified by 
their primary role, or discipline, as it relates to the arts using the codes 
from the National Standard for Arts Information Exchange. The breakdown by 
arts areas was as follows: Multidisciplinary, 28; visual arts, 21; theatre, 20; 
music, 17; dance, 11; folk arts, 3; crafts, 1; and opera/musical theatre, 1. 
To conform to the arts area categories used on the questionnaire, the 
organizations in folk arts, crafts, and opera/musical theatre were included in 
the other arts areas. This was done on an individui.!l basis to determine the 
most applicable area. In the final breakdown, the following areas were 
increased so that there were 23 organizations included in visual arts, 22 
organizations in theatre, and 12 organizations in dance. There were no 
changes in the remaining areas. 
Questions 
The questions addressed issues concerning the capabilities of arts 
organizations, the potential for a long-term commitment from the arts 
community to make the arts basic in education, and, further, to indicate 
where coalitions between the academic and artistic communities might be 
formed to improve the activities that augment arts education in the schools. 
Questionnaires were sent to the designated contact person for each arts 
organization. These individuals had the option of responding to the 
questionnaire or selecting another person within the organization to reply. The 
consistency of the data is commensurate with the organizational knowledge of 
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the individual who responded to the questionnaire, because individuals have 
varying degrees of expertise regarding an organization's operations. 
Because the sample size was relatively small, minor differences in the 
findings should be interpreted with caution. The higher the "no response" 
rate, the more likely the findings could be influenced by additional responses. 
School Programs 
To determine the current level of arts education programming and the use 
of these programs by the schools, respondents were asked to identify the arts 
education programs offered by their organizations and those that were used by 
the schools. Respondents also were asked to identify the arts education 
programs, other than those currently offered, that their organizations could 
provide to the schools. Information from these questions illustrates the 
current and potential capabilities of arts organizations and the interest and 
participation found in the schools. The results are presented in tables SO 
through 61. This information is presented by arts area, for example, visual 
arts, vocal music, and dance, for the various program offerings and 
educational levels. 
Visual Arts 
Fifty~one of the organizations responding to the survey were identified as 
multidisciplinary or having visual arts as their primary discipline. While other 
organizations might also offer visual arts programs, these organizations were 
identified as being most likely to offer programs in visual arts. 
Programs Offered by Arts Organizations. Table SO shows that nearly 
half ( 40-46 percent) of the visual arts organizations sponsor "Exhibits" for 
students at the three educational levels. Three program offerings were 
mentioned by about one-fourth of those surveyed:"Field trips to your facility," 
"Residencies," and "Visits." For each of these program areas, there was 
little deviation in the number of offerings for each educational level 
(elementary, junior high, and senior high). In only one program area, 
"Workshops for students," did the arts organizations offer more program 
opportunities to the senior high students. For the remaining areas, the practice 
of offering programs somewhat equally to students at all educational levels 
remains consistent, however, the percentage of organizations offering these 
programs becomes smaller. 
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Program 
Residencies 
(5 or more 
days) 
Visits (less 
than 5 days) 
Workshops 
for students 
Performances 
Field trips to 
your facility 
Pre-service 
for teachers/ 
administrators 
In-service 
for teachers/ 
administrators 
Exhibits 
Other 
Table 50 
Visual Arts Programs Offered by Ans Organizations 
and the Percentage of Schools Using Them, Nebraska, 1987 
Offered Used 
junior Senior Junior Senior 
Respondents 
(N=51) 
junior 
Elementary high high Elementary high high Elementary high 
% % % % % % No. No. 
22 24 22 14 16 14 51 51 
25 22 22 15 18 14 52 1 51 
19 17 23 12 10 12 5Z 1 52 1 
10 10 12 4 2 4 52 1 52 1 
29 29 33 22 22 27 51 51 
10 10 10 B 6 6 51 51 
16 16 16 16 16 16 51 51 
43 40 46 39 37 40 5 1 52 1 
8 6 6 8 6 6 51 51 
-------- ---------
1N is greater than 51 because some arts organizations offered programs in areas other than their primary 
discipline. 
Senior 
high 
No. 
51 
51 
52 1 
52 1 
5 I 
51 
51 
52 1 
51 
Programs Used by the Schools. With few exceptions, the schools are 
not fully utilizing the visual arts programs offered by the arts organizations 
(table 50). Interestingly, "Workshops for students" at the senior high level 
showed the greatest decrease in programs used (12 percent) compared with 
the programs offered (23 percent). This program area, however, was the 
only instance where organizations had more offerings for an individual 
educational level. In the program area "Visits," both the elementary and senior 
high levels were less likely to use this program offering than their 
counterparts at the junior high level. The figures for the remaining program 
areas show only minor differences. 
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Programs That Could Be Offered by Arts Organizations. Respondents 
indicated that their organizations could increase offerings in all of the 
program areas mentioned (table 51). Again, there is little deviation in the 
number of offerings for each educational level. Several programs, however, 
were identified as being likely to increase in program development. 
Almost half (39-41 percent) of the organizations could offer "Workshops 
for students." Less than one-fourth of the organizations currently offer 
workshops (table SO), and respondents thought that the potential for 
development was high in this area. Although nearly half of the organizations 
currently sponsor exhibits (table SO), results show that an additional one-
fourth (26-28 percent) of the organizations could also sponsor exhibits for 
students. The resources necessary for sponsoring exhibits appear to be 
available, or they are perceived to be available to most of the arts 
organizations offering visual arts programs. In two other areas, "Residencies" 
and "Visits," resources also appear to be available. Approximately one-fourth 
(table 51) of the organizations could offer these programs, and nearly the 
same percentage of organizations currently offer programs (table SO). Only 
one program area, "Field trips to your facility," would experience little 
increase relative to the programs currently offered. The remammg program 
areas showed some growth, but the increases were not as notable. 
Table 51 
Visual Arts Programs That Arts Organizations Could Offer to Sch::-- ~s, Nebraska, 1987 
Could be offered Respondents 
Junior Senior Junior Senior 
Program Elementary high high Elemcn:..a=-- high high 
% % % No_ No. No. 
Residencies (5 or 
more days) 25 25 25 52 .. s2 1 s2 1 
Visits (less than 5 days) 21 26 26 52 1 5 31 53 1 
Workshops for students 39 43 41 54 1 54 1 54 1 
Performances 15 IS 15 53 1 53 1 53 1 
Field trips to your facility 8 8 8 51 51 51 
Pre-service for 
teachc rs/ administrators I 13 12 13 52 1 52 1 s2 1 
In-service for 
teachers/ adm inisrrato rs 8 10 10 51 51 51 
Exhibits 26 28 28 53 1 53 1 53 1 
Other 0 0 0 51 51 51 
1N is greater than 51 because some arts organizations offered programs in are:as vthcr than their primary 
discipline. 
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Vocal Music 
Forty-five of the organizations were identified as being multidisciplinary 
or having music as their primary discipline. While other organizations might 
also offer vocal music programs, these organizations were identified as being 
most likely to offer programs in the area of vocal music. 
Programs Offered by Arts Organizations. As might be expected in the 
vocal music area, organizations reported offering more "Performances" than 
any other program activity (31-39 percent) (table 52). "Residencies," 
Program Elementary 
% 
Residencies 
(5 or more 
days) 16 
Visits (less 
than 5 days) 13 
Workshops 
for students 15 
Performances 31 
Field nips to 
your facility 2 
Pre-service 
for teachers/ 
administrators 7 
In--service 
for teachers/ 
administrators 7 
Exhibits 0 
Other 0 
Table 52 
Vocal Music Programs Offered by Arts Organizations 
and the Percentage of Schools Using Them, Nebraska, 1987 
Offered Used 
junior Senior junior Senior 
Respondents 
junior 
high high Elementary high high Elementary high 
% % % % % No. No. 
20 24 16 18 22 45 45 
18 20 II I 3 15 45 - 45 
18 23 13 11 19 46 1 45 
32 39 23 23 31 48 1 47 1 
4 9 2 4 7 45 45 
7 9 4 4 6 46 1 46 1 
9 11 4 7 9 46 1 46 1 
0 0 0 0 0 45 46 1 
0 2 0 0 0 45 45 
~-
1N is greater than 45 because some arts organizations offered programs in areas other than their primary 
discipline. 
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Senior 
high 
No. 
46 1 
461 
48 1 
49 1 
46 1 
47 1 
47 1 
45 
45 
J 
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"Workshops for students," and "Visits" also were mentioned by many of the 
respondents. In these areas, the percentage of program offerings increases 
for each educational level so that, by a slight margin, senior high students 
enjoy a greater number of opportunities. For the remaining areas, the 
percentage of organizations offering these programs is much smaller. 
Programs Used by the Schools. The schools tend to underutilize the 
programs offered by the arts organizations (table 52). The program area 
showing the highest percentage decrease between programs offered and 
programs used was "Performances." junior high students are less likely to 
use "Workshops" than the students at the other educational levels, while 
"Visits" are more likely to be utilized at the elementary level. 
Programs That Could Be Offered by Arts Organizations. If the 
organizations could offer additional vocal music programs, they would focus 
on the areas currently being served. Table 53 shows that approximately one-
fourth (20-25 percent) of those responding to the survey could offer 
"Residencies," "Workshops for students," and "Performances." "Visits" could 
also be offered, but by a slightly smaller percentage of organizations (15-19 
percent). There is little deviation in the program opportunities made available 
Table 53 
Vocal Music Programs That Arts Organizations Could Offer to Schools, Nebraska, 1987 
Could be offered Respondents 
Junior Senior Junior Senior 
Program I Elementary high high Elementary high high 
% % % No. No. No. 
Residencies (5 or 
more days) 20 20 20 46 1 461 45 
Visits (less than S days) 19 19 15 47 1 47 1 46 1 
Workshops for students 22 25 22 46 1 48 1 46 1 
Performances 20 23 22 46 1 47 1 46 1 
Field trips to your facility 9 9 7 47 1 47 1 461 
Pre-service for 
rc achcrs/ adm in is tra tors II 11 11 47 1 47 1 461 
In-'Scrvice for 
tc ach crs/ad min is rra tors 11 11 9 47 1 47 1 46 1 
Exhibits 4 4 4 45 45 45 
Other 2 2 2 45 45 45 
1N is greater than 45 because some arts organizations offered programs in areas other than their primary 
discipline. 
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at each educational level, except that fewer "Visits" are offered at the 
senior high level. The results appear to indicate that organizations offering 
vocal music programs think that their resources are best suited for these 
program areas. The remaining program areas showed some growth, but the 
increase was not as notable as the areas mentioned previously. 
Instrumental Music 
Forty-five of 
multidisciplinary or 
organizations could 
were identified as 
instrumental music. 
the organizations surveyed were identified as being 
having music as their primary discipline. While other 
offer instrumental music programs, these organizations 
being most likely to offer programs in the area of 
Programs Offered by the Arts Organizations. About half (40-51 
percent) of the respondents reported that their organizations offered 
performances to the schools (table 54). 0 rganizations also offered 
"Residencies," "Visits," and "Workshops for students" in instrumental music. 
The percentage of program offerings increased for each educational level so 
that, by a slight margin, senior high students have more instrumental music 
programs available to them. The percentage of offerings in the remaining 
program areas are considerably smaller than the areas mentioned previously. 
Programs Used by the Schools. For the most part, the schools are not 
using all of the instrumental music programs offered by the arts 
organizations (table 54). The difference between programs offered and used 
was greatest for "Performances," followed by "Workshops for students. 
"Visits" at all educational levels, "Pre-service for teachers/administrators" at 
the senior high level, and "In-service for teachers/administrators" at the 
junior high level also showed low usage. The figures in the remaining areas 
show only minor differences. 
Programs That Could Be Offered by Arts Organizations. If the 
resources were available, arts organizations in the instrumental music area 
would continue to focus their efforts on the programs already offered to the 
schools (table 55). That is, respondents indicated that their organizations 
could offer "Residencies," "Visits," "Workshops for students," and 
"Performances." Increases were reported in all of the program areas, but the 
findings show that these areas would not receive as much emphasis as the 
programs just mentioned. 
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Program Elementary 
% 
Residencies 
(5 or more 
days) 20 
Visits (less 
than 5 days) 20 
Workshops 
for students 20 
Performances 40 
Field trips to 
your faCility 2 
Pre-service 
for teachers/ 
administrators -
In-service 
for teachers/ 
administrators 9 
Exhibits 0 
Other 0 
Table 54 
Instrumental Music Programs Offered by Arts Organizations 
and the Percentage of Schools Using Them, Nebraska, 1987 
Offered Used 
junior Senior . junior Senior 
Respondents 
junior 
high high Elementary high high Elementary high 
% % % % % No. No. 
22 26 20 20 24 45 45 
22 24 16 18 20 45 45 
35 43 13 26 35 46 1 46 1 
43 51 30 34 39 47 1 47 1 
4 9 2 4 9 45 45 
9 11 7 7 6 46 1 46 1 
13 15 7 9 13 461 46 1 
0 0 0 0 0 45 45 
0 0 0 0 0 45 45 
1 N is greater than +5 because some arts organizations offered programs in areas other than their primary 
discipline. 
D rama!Theatre 
Senior 
high 
No. 
461 
461 
49 1 
49 1 
46 1 
47 1 
47 1 
45 
45 
Fifty organizations were identified as being multidisciplinary organizations 
or having drama/theatre as their primary discipline. While other organizations 
might also offer drama/theatre programs, these 50 organizations were 
identified as being most likely to offer programs in drama/theatre. 
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Table 55 
Instrumental Music Programs That Arts Organizations Could Offer to Schools, Nebraska, 1987 
Could be offered Respondents 
junior Senior Junior Senior 
Program Elementary high high Elementary high high 
% % % No. No. No. 
Residencies (5 or 
more days) 20 20 18 46 1 46 1 45 
Visits (less than 5 days) 26 28 26 47 1 47 1 461 
Workshops for students 17 20 22 46 1 46 1 45 
Performances 22 24 27 46 1 46 1 45 
Field trips to your facility 9 9 7 46 1 461 45 
Pre-service for 
I teachers/administrators 15 II 15 46 1 46 1 46 1 
In~ervice for 
teachers/administrators 13 II 9 46 1 461 45 
Exhibits 7 7 9 45 45 45 
Other 0 0 0 45 45 45 
IN is greater than 45 because some arts organizations offered programs in areas other than their primary 
discipline. 
Programs Offered by Arts Organizations. Results show that more 
variety of programs is offered in drama/theatre (table 56). More than half 
(53-56 percent) of the organizations offer "Performances" to the schools at 
each educational level. "Workshops for students" was the next most 
frequently mentioned area, with more than one-third (32-43 percent) of the 
organizations offering programs. Approximately one-fourth (20-27 percent) of 
these organizations also offer "Residences" and "Visits." "Field trips to your 
facility," and "Pre-service for teachers/administrators" also were mentioned 
by a lower percentage of respondents. The high level of organizational 
involvement in the various program areas may indicate that organizations in 
this discipline have access to a variety of resources and that they choose to 
channel their resources into arts education programs in the schools. 
Senior high school students have more workshops available to them than 
the other students, and the junior high school students have more workshops 
than the elementary students. Except for this program area, there is little 
difference in the percentage of programs offered to students at each level. 
Programs Used by the Schools. Although there are more program 
offerings in the drama/theatre discipline, schools are not more inclined to use 
these programs (table 56). "Performances" and "Workshops for students" 
experienced the greatest percentage decline between the programs offered and 
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used. "Residencies" at junior high and senior high schools also suffered from 
low use. The results suggest that there is little correlation between a high 
number of programs offered by arts organizations and high usage on the part 
of the schools, especially in this area. 
Program 
Residencies 
(5 or more 
days) 
Visits (less 
than 5 days) 
Workshops 
for students 
Performances 
Field trips to 
your facility 
Pre-service 
for teachers/ 
administrators 
In-service 
for reachers/ 
administrators 
Exhibits 
Other 
Table 56 
Drama/Theatre Programs Offered by Arts Organizations 
and the Percentage of Schools Using Them, Nebraska, 1987 
Offered Used 
Junior Senior Junior Senior 
Respondents 
junior 
Elementary high high Elementary high high Elementary high 
% % % % % % No. No. 
27 27 25 20 18 I 3 51 1 51 1 
20 22 24 14 16 16 so so 
32 36 43 24 24 29 so so 
56 54 53 42 37 36 s2 1 52 1 
16 12 13 10 8 10 51 1 5 II 
14 16 16 14 12 12 5 II 51 1 
10 12 8 8 6 8 so 50 
2 2 0 2 2 0 50 so 
0 2 2 0 0 0 50 so 
1N is greater than 50 because some arts organizations offered programs in areas other than their primary 
discipline. 
Senior 
high 
No. 
s2 1 
51 1 
51 1 
53 1 
s2 1 
51 1 
so 
50 
so 
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Programs That Could Be Offered by Arts Organizations. With the 
exception of "Performances" offered at the junior high and senior high school 
levels, less than one-fourth of the organizations could offer programs in any 
of the areas mentioned (table '!il). On the other hand, the organizations would 
consider offering programs in several areas, rather than concentrating their 
efforts on a limited range of programs. The trend toward diversification in 
program development is worth noting. 
Table 57 
Drama/Theatre Programs That Arts Organizations Could Offer to Schools, Nebraska, 1987 
Could be offered I Respondents 
Junior Senior Junior Senior 
Program Elementary high high Elementary high high 
% % % No. No. No. 
Residencies (5 or 
more days) 18 20 18 51 1 51 1 50 
Visits (less than 5 days) 18 16 12 51 1 51 1 50 
Workshops for students 14 24 20 51 1 51 1 50 
Performances 19 27 27 52 1 52 1 51 1 
Field trips to your facility 10 14 12 51 1 51 I 
-
50 
Pre-service for 
teach ers/admin is trat ors I 20 20 18 51 1 51 1 51 1 
[n-servicc for 
teachers/administrators 20 18 20 51 I 51 1 5 11 
Exhibits 6 6 8 so 50 so 
Other 2 2 2 50 50 50· 
1N is greater than 50 because some arts organizations offered programs in areas other than their primary 
discipline. 
Dance 
There were 40 organizations identified as being either multidisciplinary 
or having dance as their primary discipline. While other organizations might 
also offer dance programs, these organizations were identified as being most 
likely to offer programs in the area of dance. 
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Programs Offered by Arts Organizations. Table 58 shows that almost 
half ( 43-51 percent) of the organizations offer "Performances" in dance. 
More than one-fourth (25-35 percent) of these organizations also offer 
"Visits" and "Workshops for students," while a somewhat smaller percentage 
offer "Residencies" and "Pre-service for teachers/ administrators." The 
findings in the remaining areas are not as meaningful. Students at the junior 
high level tend to enjoy a greater percentage of program offerings than 
students at the elementary and senior high levels. 
Table 58 
Dance Programs Offered by Arts Organizations 
and the Percentage of Schools Using Them, Nebraska, 1987 
Offered Used Respondents 
Junior Senior Junior Senior Junior Senior 
Program Elementary high high Elementary high high Elementary high high 
% % % % % % No. No. No. 
Residencies 
(5 or more 
days) I 23 20 20 18 15 15 40 40 40 
Visits (less 
I than 5 days) 25 32 29 20 15 12 40 41 1 41 1 
Workshops 
41 1 43 1 44 1 for students ! 27 35 34 17 16 II 
I 
41 1 41 1 Perfonnances , 43 51 44 28 32 22 40 
I 
I 
Field trips to 
your faci!i~· i 5 5 5 3 3 3 40 40 40 
' 
Prc-se IV icc 
for teachers/ 
administrators I 15 20 17 8 12 12 40 41 1 41 1 
In-service I 
for teachers/ 
administrators 1 5 5 5 3 3 3 40 40 40 
Exhibits I 0 0 0 0 0 0 40 40 40 
j Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 40 40 40 
1 N is greater than 40 because some arts organizations offered programs in areas other than their primary 
discipline. 
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Programs Used by the Schools. The pattern of low use by the schools 
is evident in the findings for organizations offering dance programs. 
Moreover, the organizations in this discipline report more low participation 
than the disciplines discussed previously. Table 58 shows that the schools are 
more likely not to take advantage of the "Performances" offered by these 
organizations. Students at the junior high and senior high levels are less 
likely to use the "Visits" and "Workshops" offered than their counterparts at 
the elementary level, although the elementary students do not take full 
advantage of the programs offered to them. "Residencies" and "Pre-service 
for teachers/administrators" are also underutilized. The remaining program 
areas also experience low program use, but the findings show only minor 
differences. 
Programs That Could Be Offered by Arts Organizations. When asked 
what dance programs could be offered to the schools, respondents indicated 
that their organizations, like those in drama/theatre, could attempt to expand 
their offerings into a variety of areas (table 59). A high percentage of 
Table 59 
Dance Programs that Arts Organizations Could Offer ru Schools, Nebraska, ~ 987 
Could be offered Respondents 
Junior Senior Junior Senior 
Program I Elementary high high Elemcnrary high high 
% % % No. No. No. 
Residencies (5 or 
more days) 27 29 24 41 1 41 1 41 1 
Visits (less than 5 days) 26 24 20 42 1 42 1 41 1 
Workshops for studencs 36 34 30 44 1 441 43 1 
Performances 32 32 30 441 441 43 1 
Field trips to your facility 21 21 19 43 1 43 1 421 
Pre-service for 
teach e rs/admin istra tors 15 17 17 41 I 41 1 41 1 
In-service for 
teachers/administrators 22 22 22 41 1 41 1 4! 1 
Exhibits 10 14 17 41 1 42 1 42 1 
Other 3 3 l 40 40 40 
1N is greater than 40 because some arts organizations offered programs in areas other than their primary 
discipline. 
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organizations thought that they could offer "Workshops," "Performances," and 
"Residencies," at all educational levels, while "Visits" could be offered at the 
elementary and junior high levels. Although the figures are somewhat smaller 
"Visits" and "Exhibits" at the senior high level could be offered, in addition 
to "Field trips" and "In-service" and "Pre-service" programs for 
teachers/ administrators at all levels. Three program areas: "Field trips," 
"Exhibits," and "In-service programs for teachers/ administrators," showed 
healthy increases in the percentage of programs that could be offered but 
which are not available currently (tables 58 and 59). 
Respondents were asked only to identify programs that could be offered, 
and the offerings they identified were not necessarily contingent upon 
available resources. Results indicate that organizations in the dance discipline 
see a potential to expand program offerings. It is not clear if current 
resources are underutilized or if additional resources are needed to offer 
these programs. In any case, the organizations' members appear to support 
increasing arts education programs for the schools. 
Creative Writing 
There are fewer organizations in this area than the areas discussed 
previously. None of the responding organizations were classified as being 
related specifically to literature or writing. Therefore, the 28 
multidisciplinary organizations were identified as being most likely to offer 
programs in creative writing. 
Programs Offered by Arts Organizations. Approximately one-fourth 
(24-27 percent) of those surveyed reported offering "Residencies" (table 60). 
This was the program area showing the most support from the organizations. 
"Visits" also were mentioned by 17 percent of the organizations. With the 
exception of "Exhibits," only a small percentage of organizations reported 
offerings in the remaining program areas. 
Programs Used by the Schools. The schools underutilize the creative 
writing programs available to them (table 60). This pattern is apparent for 
all of the arts areas discussed previously. 
Programs That Could Be Offered by Arts Organizations. Despite the 
low number of creative writing programs offered currently, respondents 
indicated that their organizations see the potential for considerable growth. A 
high percentage (20-33 percent) of organizations (table 61) thought they could 
offer "Workshops for students," "Residencies," and "In-service for 
teachers/ administrators." A slightly lower percentage thought they could 
offer "Visits," "Performances," "Exhibits" at the elementary and senior high 
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levels, and "Pre-service for teachers/ administrators" at the senior high level. 
Clearly, the potential for growth in arts education programs is high in this 
area. 
Program Elementary 
% 
Residencies 
(5 or more 
days) 24 
Visits (less 
than 5 days) 17 
Workshops 
for students 11 
Performances 13 
Field trips to 
your facility 10 
Pre~elVice 
for tcache rs/ 
administrators 7 
In-service 
for teachers/ 
administrators 4 
Exhibits 0 
Other 0 
Table 60 
Creative Writing Programs Offered by Arts Organizations 
and the Percentage of Schools Using Them, Nebraska, 1987 
Offered Used 
junior Senior junior Senior 
Respondents 
Junior 
high high Elementary high high Elementary high 
% % % % % No. No. 
24 27 21 17 17 29 1 29 1 
17 17• 14 10 10 29 1 291 
II 10 4 4 3 28 28 
7 10 0 3 7 31 1 29 1 
10 10 7 7 7 29 1 29 1 
7 7 7 7 7 29 1 291 
4 4 4 4 4 28 28 
0 0 0 0 0 28 28 
0 4 0 0 4 28 28 
1N is greater than 28.becausc some arrs organizations offered programs in areas other than their primary 
discipline. 
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Senior 
high 
No. 
301 
291 
29 1 
291 
29 1 
29 1 
28 
28 
28 
I 
J 
J 
Table 61 
Creative Writing Programs That Arts Organizations Could Offer to Schools, Nebraska, 1987 
Could be offered Respondents 
junior Senior Junior Senior 
Program I Elementary high high Elementary high high 
% % % No. No. No. 
Residencies (5 or more days) 25 29 32 28 28 28 
Visits (less than 5 days) 14 21 21 28 28 28 
Workshops for students 30 31 33 30 1 29 1 301 
Performances 14 17 20 28 29 1 30 1 
Field trips to your facility 13 10 10 30 1 291 29 1 
Pre-.service for 
teachers/admi n is rrators II II 14 28 28 28 
In-service for 
teachers/ administrators 20 23 23 30 1 30 1 30 1 
Exhibits 14 II 14 291 28 291 
Other 4 4 4 28 28 28 
1N is greater than 28 because some arts organizations offered programs in areas other than their primary 
discipline. 
Summary 
The most obvious pattern identified from the findings is the 
underutilization of arts education programs currently offered to the schools. 
The reasons for this pattern are not as obvious, and it is beyond the scope of 
this report to speculate on this issue. 
Organizations offering drama/theatre, dance, and creative writing stated 
that they could offer more diversified programs to the schools. Organizations 
in the remaining areas (visual arts, vocal music, and instrumental music) 
would increase current program offerings. Program development was not 
contingent upon available resources, rather, respondents were asked to project 
the potential of their organizations in arts education programs. 
Depending upon the nature of the discipline, most programs were made 
available to the schools. There were, however, two exceptions. "Pre-service" 
and "In-service" programs for teachers/ administrators did not receive as 
much support as the other program areas. 
Program Funding 
After determining which arts education programs the organizations could 
offer to the schools (tables 51, 53, 55, 57, 59, and 61), respondents were 
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asked to identify the resources they needed to provide these programs. Table 
62 shows that funding is the most frequently mentioned resource. At least 
half of the respondents indicated that funding from the NAC ( 68 percent), the 
Nebraska state Department of Education (57 percent), community groups (52 
percent), and private groups (50 percent) would assist their organizations in 
implementing the programs mentioned previously. Only one resource, 
mentioned by at least half of those surveyed, did not involve money. "Demand 
from school" was mentioned by 68 percent of the respondents as a resource 
which would provide an impetus for program development. 
Table 62 
Resources Which Would Enable Arts Organizations to Offer 
Additional Arts Education Programs to the Schools, Nebraska, 1987 
Resource 
Funding from the 
federal government 
Funding from Nebraska 
state Department of 
Education 
Funding from Nebraska 
Arts Council 
Funding from your 
local ans agency 
Funding from PTA or 
parem groups 
Funding from 
communuy groups 
Funding from 
pri\'ate groups 
Funding from 
businesses/ corporations 
Demand from sehoul 
Support from parent 
advocacy groups 
Cooperation among local 
arts organizations 
Appropriate facilities 
Other 
76 
Yes 
No. % 
48 47 
58 57 
69 68 
49 48 
48 47 
53 52 
51 so 
so 49 
69 68 
45 44 
37 36 
32 31 
II II 
No 
No. % 
0 
0 
7 
7 
4 
3 
5 
2 
2 
5 
7 
0 
0 
0 
I 
7 
7 
4 
3 
5 
2 
2 
5 
7 
0 
Responses 
Not applicable No response 
No. % No. % 
10 10 44 43 
7 7 37 36 
3 3 29 28 
8 8 38 37 
6 6 41 40 
4 4 41 40 
5 5 43 42 
4 4 43 42 
4 4 27 26 
10 10 45 44 
12 12 48 47 
12 12 51 50 
4 4 87 85 
Total 
No. % 
102 100 
I 02 100 
I 02 100 
I 02 100 
102 100 
I 02 100 
I 02 100 
102 100 
I 02 100 
I 02 100 
102 100 
I 02 100 
I 02 100 
J 
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l 
Typically, additional or new funding sources are sought by organizations 
when current programs are expanded or new programs are developed. The 
high response rates to funding options are not atypical of what might be 
expected from the arts organizations surveyed. However, the high response 
rate (57 percent) indicating that "Funding from Nebraska state Department of 
Education" would enable arts organizations to create or expand program 
offerings, coupled with the high response rate for "School demand" (68 
percent), should be noted. Findings also show that, overall, schools do not 
take advantage of the arts education programs currently offered by arts 
organizations (tables 50, 52, 54, 56, 58, and 60). Results may indicate that 
arts organizations are seeking some interest and commitment from schools 
and their administrators. 
There were many "Not applicable" responses, in addition to low response 
rates for questions. It is possible that the individuals designated to answer the 
questionnaires were unsure which resources might be sought by their 
organizations for new program development and, therefore, they did not 
respond. Also, organizations may not offer additional programs, and 
respondents could have neglected to indicate the options that were not 
applicable. 
Where do arts organizations currently get financial support for the arts 
education programs they offer to schools? Table 63 shows that the NAC 
provides financial support for 44 percent of the arts organizations surveyed. 
Table 63 
Funding Sources for Arts Education Programs in Schools, Nebraska, 1987 
Responses 
Funding source I Yes No Not applicable No response Total 
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 
Federal government I 13 13 62 61 5 5 22 22 102 101 1 
State Department of 
EJucation 2 2 69 68 4 4 27 26 102 100 
Nebraska Arts Council 45 44 39 38 4 4 14 14 ]02 100 
Other state agencies 5 5 66 65 5 5 26 25 102 100 
Educational Service Units 7 7 62 61 5 5 28 27 102 100 
PTA or parent booster 
groups 15 15 55 54 6 6 26 25 102 100 
Local ans agencies 19 19 49 48 7 7 27 26 102 100 
Community groups 27 26 52 51 4 4 19 19 102 100 
Private funding agencies 30 29 47 46 4 4 21 21 102 100 
1 Docs nut equal 100 percent due to rounding. 
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Only two other funding sources--private agencies (29 percent) and community 
groups (26 percent)--provided significant support to these organizations. The 
percentage of organizations receiving funding from the remaining sources 
drops notably. According to respondents, the Nebraska state Department of 
Education provides the least amount of financial support. 
Nearly half (table 63) of the respondents reported receiving no financial 
support from any of the sources listed (except for the NAC). It is beyond the 
scope of this report to determine why arts organizations have not pursued 
these funding sources. Nearly one-fourth of the organizations surveyed did not 
respond to this question. 
Additional observations might be considered by comparing the results from 
the questions addressing potential resources for new programs and current 
financial support for arts education programs (tables 62 and 63). 
A high percentage of respondents ( 44 percent) indicated that their 
organizations currently receive funding from the NAC for arts education 
programs. A higher percentage (68 percent) would seek funding from NAC to 
develop or expand their program offerings. Two other funding sources are 
rated highly for contributing to arts education programs and for being 
perceived as potential sources of support--"Community groups" and "Private 
funding agencies" (tables 62 and 63). A high percentage of respondents 
indicated that these groups could enable their organizations to offer additional 
arts education programs, yet, current support is comparatively low. Reasons 
for this gap should be examined more closely. 
Financial Support 
Respondents were asked to indicate their organizational budgets and their 
expenditures on arts education programs to determine the actual amount of 
money currently being spent on arts education programs in the schools. These 
figures were used to derive the percentages of organizational budgets being 
spent on arts education programs. 
Of those surveyed, 13.7 percent spend 1-10 percent of their organizational 
budget on arts education programs (table 64 ). Approximately 10 percent (9.8 
percent) of the respondents said they spend ll-20 percent of their budgets on 
these programs. In 9.8 percent of the cases, respondents indicated that their 
organizations spend money on arts education programs, but they could not 
specify the amount. This information was included to show that money is 
being spent on arts education programs, although no monetary amount was 
given. According to those surveyed, 35.3 percent of the arts organizations 
spend nothing for arts education programs in the schools. Approximately 16 
percent (15.7 percent) of the respondents did not answer the questions. 
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Table 64 
Percentage of Total Organizational Budget Spem on Arts Education Programs, Nebraska, 1987 
Percentage of budget 
Less than 1 percent 
1-10 percent 
11-20 percent 
21·30 percent 
31-40 percent 
More than 40 percent 
Unspecified 
None 
No response 
Total 
1 Does not equal 100 percent due to rounding. 
Responses 
No. % 
4 3.9 
14 I 3.7 
10 9.8 
3 2.9 
6 5.9 
3 2.9 
10 9.8 
36 3 5.3 
16 15.7 
102 99.9 1 
Overall, nearly half ( 48.9 percent) of the arts organizations surveyed 
indicated that they spend some portion of their total budgets on arts education 
programs in the schools. Based on comments which accompanied the 
responses, there is some indication that several organizations lack formalized 
arts education programs. These organizations, which could not specify 
monetary amounts spent on arts education, exemplify this situation. 
Respondents were then asked if their organizations would be willing to 
commit additional financial resources to make the arts a part of basic 
education. Although the results are not shown, 48 percent ( 49 responses) of 
those surveyed said their organizations would be willing to commit additional 
financial resources. In 25.5 percent (26 responses) of the cases, respondents 
indicated that their organizations would not make any additional commitments. 
Approximately 27 percent (27 responses) of those surveyed did not respond. 
Regardless of the organizations' willingness to commit additional money, 
comments accompanying the responses indicated that the organizations were 
currently limited by a lack of funds. Increased financial commitment is 
contingent upon additional funding for many organizations. Several 
organizations simply do not have the money for additional commitments, but 
many organizations appear to be willing to commit both human resources and 
in- kind services when money is not available. 
School Coordination 
Respondents were asked to provide information on the adequacy of the 
equipment and materials provided by the schools for their arts education 
programs (table 65). Many "No responses" preclude making broad 
generalizations. 
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The equipment and materials provided by the schools for arts education 
programs are adequate for all arts areas at each level, according to those 
who responded. In the visual arts, drama/theatre, and dance, the data show 
that respondents thought there was some inadequacy in the equipment and 
materials provided by the schools. This observation holds true for all 
educational levels. 
Table 65 
Respondents' Perceptions of the Adequacy of the Equipment and Materials Provided 
to Implement Arts Programs in Schools, Nebraska, 1987 
Responscs 1 
Elementary Junior high Senior high 
Type More More More 
of than than than 
art Inadequate Adequate adequate Inadequate Adequate adequate Inadequate Adequate adequa1 
% % % % % % % % % 
Visual 2 10 24 2 4 24 2 8 24 2 
Vocal music 3 4 27 2 4 20 4 4 22 7 
Instrumental 
music4 4 31 4 7 31 7 2 40 11 
Drama/ 
theatre5 16 30 4 12 30 6 10 26 10 
Dance6 15 23 5 
Creative 
. - 7 
wnnng 4 18 4 
1 J\1ay not total I 00 percent because of no responses. 
2 s1 responses. 
3 45 respo~scs. 
445 responses. 
55 0 responses. 
6 40 responses. 
7 28 responses . 
Support for the Arts in Education 
13 23 5 8 28 
0 18 () 0 18 
To discern organizational perceptions regarding the importance of arts 
education, respondents were queried about their feelings toward the concept of 
the arts being basic subjects. Although the results are not shown, 98 percent 
(100 responses) of those surveyed thought that the study of arts is basic to 
education. Only 2 respondents failed to answer the question. 
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Methods forM aking the Arts Basic Subjects in School Curricula 
The findings show that the arts education programs currently offered by 
arts organizations are not being utilized fully by the schools (tables 50, 52, 
54, 56, 58 and 60). Respondents were asked what they would do to make the 
arts basic subjects in school curricula. Respondents selected their top 4 
choices from a 12 item list and ranked them in priority order. These results 
are shown in table 66. 
Respondents thought that they would first "Increase the use of 
professional resources" (museums, workshops, and artist performances) to 
make arts basic subjects in curricula (13.2 percent, 47 responses). The next 
most frequently mentioned method was "Increase advocacy/awareness for the 
importance of arts education in the community" (12.6 percent, 45 responses). 
"Allocating more atate funds to arts programs in schools" received the next 
highest ranking among those surveyed ( 9.8 percent, 35 responses). 
Table 66 
Respondents' Opinions about Proposed Methods for Making Arts Courses 
Basic Subjects in School Curricula, Nebraska, 1987 
Method 
Increase the use of professional resources (museums, workshops, 
artist performances) 
Increase advocacy/awareness for the importance of arts education 
in the community 
Allocate more state funds to arts programs in schools 
Include arts as a graduation requirement 
Infuse the arts into other subject areas 
Strengthen the arts education criteria in the elementary 
teaching endorsement 
Increase the availability of arts education programs for the 
general public 
Establish cooperative coalitions among education and arts groups 
Establish measurable sequential arts education curricula 
lncrease professional development opportunities for arts cducawrs 
Include the arts as a college admission requirement 
Increase arts education staff at the Nebraska Department of Education 
Total 
1N=356 because not all arts organizations provided responses. 
2nocs not equal 100 percent due to rounding. 
Responses 
No. 
47 
45 
35 
32 
32 
32 
32 
31 
30 
18 
14 
8 
356 1 
% 
I 3.2 
12.6 
9.8 
9.0 
9.0 
9.0 
9.0 
8.7 
8.4 
5.1 
3.9 
2.2 
99.92 
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The next four items received equal weighting by respondents (9.0 percent, 
32 responses): "Include arts as a graduation requirement," "Infuse the arts 
into other subject areas," "Strengthen the arts education criteria in the 
elementary teaching endorsement," and "Increase the availability of arts 
education programs for the general public." In contrast to the choices 
mentioned previously, these options begin to focus more on programs, areas 
that would require changes in policy or an expanded approach to teaching the 
arts. 
"Establish cooperative coalitions among education and artistic groups" (8.7 
percent, 31 responses) and "Establish measurable sequential arts education 
curricula" (8.4 percent, 30 responses) were two methods which were also 
mentioned by many respondents. The remaining methods (table 66) were 
mentioned by a lower percentage of those surveyed. 
Anticipated Organizational Commitment to Arts Education Programs 
Respondents were asked what they thought their organization's 
commitment to arts education programs in the schools would be in the future. 
Table 67 shows that 56.9 percent (58 responses) of those surveyed said that 
their organization's commitment would increase. Only 3.9 percent ( 4 
responses) of the respondents thought that their organization's commitment 
would decrease, while about one-third (29.4 percent, 30 responses) said the 
commitment would remain the same.- Nearly 10 percent (9.8 percent, 10 
responses) of those surveyed did not answer the question. Those who did not 
respond may have done so because they were uncertain about their 
organization's anticipated commitment. 
Opinion 
It will increase 
It will decrease 
It will remain the same 
No response 
1N=l02. 
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Table 67 
Respondents' Opinions of Organizational Commitment 
to Arts Education Programs in the Schools, Nebraska, 1987 
No. 
58 
4 
30 
10 
Responses 1 
% 
56.9 
3.9 
29.4 
9.8 
1 
J 
J 
These results are consistent with the finding that about half of the 
respondents ( 48 percent) said that their organizations would be willing to 
commit additional financial resources to make the arts a part of basic 
education. The slightly higher response rate for commitment to arts education 
programs may be because it is not necessarily contingent upon providing 
financial resources. 
Comments accompanied the responses. Several respondents emphasized 
their organization's efforts to continue current arts programming, while 
others indicated that new projects or programs were being developed. Many 
who commented addressed issues concerning the schools. Respondents indicated 
that arts education programming is affected by a lack of interest on the part 
of schools and their administrators, a lack of emphasis on arts programs in 
relation to other programs within the school, and a lack of adequate state 
requirements in both the teaching endorsements and student curricula. 
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Class of District 
School districts are classified as follows: 
( 1) Class I shall include any school district that maintains only 
elementary grades under the direction of a single school board; 
(2) Class II shall include any school district embracing territory having 
a population of one thousand inhabitants or less that maintains both 
elementary and high school grades under the direction of a single 
school board; 
( 3) Class III shall include any school district embracing territory having 
a population of more than one thousand and less than one hundred 
thousand inhabitants that maintains both elementary and high school 
grades under the direction of a single school board; 
( 4) Class IV shall include any school district embracing territory having 
a population of one hundred thousand or more and less than two 
hundred thousand inhabitants that maintains both elementary and high 
school grades under the direction of a single school board; 
( 5) Class V shall include any school district embracing territory having 
a population of two hundred thousand or more that maintains both 
elementary grades and high school grades under the direction of a 
single school board; 
( 6) Class VI shall include any school district in this state that maintains 
only a high school. 
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NON FORK: 09-0l 0 
NEW 4/87 
ARTS EOUCA TION SURVBT DUE DATE: Hay 4, 1987 
l. District name and number --:----:-----
(Nonpublic acboola, please refer to the 
2. County --------
label on your questionnaire for your 
district aumber.) 
Addte•••~·~============================~"""~~==========-:Z;~~============:: City _ State Zip 
3. How ia your achool diatrict 
claaaified? 
Circle your a-esponse. 
Chaa 
Claaa II 
Class III 
Class IV 
Class V 
Class VI 
Nonpublic 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
State operated 8 
-4. Please identify youa- Educational 
Service Unit Number. Circle only 
one response. 
Unit No. 1 
Unit No. 2 
Unit No. 3 
Unit No. -4 
Unit No. 5 
Unit No. 6 
Unit No. 7 
Unit No. 8 
Unit No. 9 
Unit No. 10 
Unit No. 11 
Unit No. 12 
Unit No. 13 
Unit No. 14 
Unit No. IS 
Unit No. 16 
Unit No. 17 
Unit No. 18 
Unit No. 19 
No ESU 20 
5. Respond~~n~t~'~a~n~a~no~e~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~=;~~~~~~~~~ Title Address 
City State Zip 
Business· telephone number 
6. Please indicate the ifl"&de ranKe faa- each of the foJiowinji: 
1. Elementan-
2. Middle school 
3. 
4. 
VISUAL, PERFORMING, AND LITERARY ARTS CURRICULUM 
junior hilih 
Senior hilih 
7. What visual, perfonnina-, and literacy arts counes does your district make available? 
Cia-cle all that apply. The short name and aix-dia-it code match those found in the 
Curriculum Report required by the Nebraaka Depanment of Education. ll necesSo'lry, 
rerer to that document lor the complete cour.ae name. 
Course Code 
Visu•l and Perform-
inK Arts: 
ART I 
ART II 
ART l1I 
ART IV 
ART OTHER 
Art in 
elementacy 
Music: 
Music 
VOCALMUSIC 
VOC GRPS 
JNSTRMUSIC 
JNSTR GRPS 
LESSONS/VOC 
LESSONS /INS 
Music in 
elementacy 
Dram•/ theatea-: 
THEATER 
DRAMA, BEG 
DRAMA, ADV 
Drama in 
elementary 
PHOTcx:;RAPH 
GRAPH ARTS 
WRJTING 
DANCE 
RADIO/TV 
020100 
020200 
020300 
020400 
029900 
120100 
120400 
120450 
120500 
120550 
120600 
120650 
220100 
050600 
050650 
230700 
100702 
050100 
none 
none 
Yeo 
Elemenury 
No 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
NA 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
1 
Middle School/ 
junior Hilih 
Yea No 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
NA 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
Senior Hig-h 
Yeo No 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
\.\ 
3 
J 
3 
3 
3 
J 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
I 
1 
j 
I 
I 
l 
1 
J 
-1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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8. What courses do you require students to take? Circle a response for each course. 
Middle School/ 
Course Code Junior Hi111h Senior Hiih 
Required Required 
Yeo No Ye• No 
Visual and Perfonnina A.ru: 
ART I 020100 I 2 I 2 
ART II 020200 I 2 I 2 
ART Ill 020300 I 2 1 2 
ART IV 020400 I 2 I 2 
ART OTHER 029900 1 2 I 2 
Music: 
Music 120100 1 2 I 2 
VOCALMUSIC 120400 I 2 1 2 
VOC GRPS 120450 I 2 1 2 
INSTRMUSIC 120500 I 2 I 2 
INSTR GRPS 120550 I 2 I 2 
LESSONS I VOC 120600 1 2 1 2 
LESSONS I INS 120650 1 2 1 2 
Drama/theateT: 
THEATER 220100 1 2 1 2 
DRAMA, BEG 050600 1 2 I 2 
DRAMA, ADV 050650 1 2 I 2 
PHOTOGRAPH 230700 1 2 I 2 
GRAPH ARTS 100702 1 2 1 2 
WRITING 050100 1 2 1 2 
DANCE none 1 2 1 2 
RADIO/TV none 1 2 l 2 
9. Do you bave a fonnal school board policy conceminlil the arts? 
1. Yes 
2. No 
If yea, please attach a copy. 
10. Which of the follow-ina- components are included in the curriculum for your 
aru courses? Circle all that apply. 
Visual Drama/ Creative 
"'" 
Music theater Dance w..-itin~ 
Statement of 
educational pur-pose 
and/or philosophy l I I l I 
Goal a 2 2 2 2 2 
Objective a 3 3 3 3 3 
lnatructional activities 4 • 4 4 
4 
Material& 5 5 5 5 5 
Student evaluation 6 6 6 6 6 
11. What methods does your district uae to evaluate student proi!'ress? Circle all 
that apply. 
Perfonnance 1 
Teacher made teals 2 
Honora won 3 
Products • 
Other (apecify) 5 
None 6 
2 
J 
J 
12. On the averaR"e how many total minutes ~ week do studenu an K-6 ha~ve 
inst.ruc:tion in the followine-? (For elementary only) 
lnsu-uc:tional Time Per Week 
Less Over 
than 30 30-60 61-90 91-120 121 
None minutes minutes minutes minutes minUtes 
Visual arts I 2 3 • 5 6 
Music 1 2 3 • 5 6 
Drama !theater 1 2 3 • 5 6 
Dance 1 2 3 • 5 6 
Creative writin(i 1 2 3 • 5 6 
13. On the avera(ie, how many minutes ~year do students in grades 7-9 have 
inst..n:lction in the followin2? (This is different from question 12 because of 
the possibility of offerinll quarter courses, etc.) 
Visual arts 
Music 
Dramaftheat.re 
Dance 
Creative WTitinll 
7<b 
Grades 
B<b 9<h 
14. In your opinion, has secondary student enrollment in each of the arts areas 
over the p.ast 2 years increased, decreased, or been maintained at 1ts current 
level? Circle your response. 
Incre.ased Decreased Maintained 
1. Visual arts 1 2 3 
2. Music 1 2 3 
3. Dramatthcater I 2 3 
4. Dance I 2 3 
5. Creative writinll 1 2 3 
15. Docs your district provide specialized space (rooms, labs) exclusavely for: 
Please circle your response. 
Middle School/ 
Courses Elemenury junior Hirih I Senior H1gh 
--
All Some No 
bldlil:S. bld(iS. bid£"&. NA Yes No NA J Yes So 
" 
1. Visual 
art• 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 I 2 3 
2. Music 1 2 3 • 1 2 3 I 2 3 3. Drama/ 
theater 1 2 3 • 1 2 3 1 2 3 
4. Dance 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 I 2 3 
5. Creative 
writinlil: 1 2 3 • 1 2 3 I 1 2 3 6. Other 
(specify) 1 2 3 4 I I 2 3 I 1 2 3 
---
Comments: 
3 
I 
I 
16. Are UJ.e equipment and materials provided by the diurict to implement the 
objectives or your Arts programs (1) inadequate, (2) adequate, or (3) more 
than adequate? Please circle your reaponae. 
Middle School I 
Elementary Junior Hig:h Senior H1ah 
-
~ c u c ~ c 
• u • • 
;; 
• • u • ! • u 
• ;; " ~ • ;; " - • • = ';; • ~ . • ~ . • u • • • • • u ~ • 
"' 
• •• 
"' 
• •• 
"' 
• • 
• • • • • • •• •
u ' .
.: "' 0 "' .: "' 0 "' .: "' 
0 ~ 
< "' . < "' . 
< "' . 
1. Visual art& 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 ) 
2. Music 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 
3. Drama/theater 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 
•• Dance 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 ) 
5. Creative writinK 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 ) 
6. Other 
(specify) 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 ) 
Comment&: 
VISUAL, PERFORMING, AND LITERARY ARTS PERSONNEL 
17. In Keneral, who teaches the aru areas in your ·district? Please circle your 
response. 
(Mark "Endorsed" onlY ir the teacher is endorsed in the art area.) 
Elementary 
Middle School/ 
Junior Hiih Senior HiKh 
8 • 
• 0 • 
• • • • 
- • .0 ·;; 
• • u 
" . . 
• u 
. - t " 
'" u - < • 
1. Visual orts 1 2 
2. Music 1 2 
), Drama/ theater 1 2 
., 
• 
• s 
"' u ., 
• c s • c 
"' 0 c z 
"' -
2 
2 
2 
"' •~ 
"' 0 
"' c u 
c 
0 
z 
"' •~ 
0 
"' c w 
2 
2 
2 
18. Doea your district provide for continuing professional development of tts 
visual, perlorrninK, and literary arts educators? 
ReliUiar 
clasaroom Art• 
teacher specialist 
Yeo No Yea No 
1. Vi1iual •rt• 1 2 1 2 
2. Music 1 2 1 2 
3. Drama./ theater 1 2 1 2 
4. Dance 1 2 1 2 
5. Creative writing 1 2 1 2 
4 
l 
J 
J 
19. If the answer to qutation 18 is yes, please indicate 
development activities your educators are involved in 
activities are paid for by circling the appropriate number(s) 
ReR"Jiar Classroom Teacher 
the professional 
and how these 
below. 
Arts Specialtst 
Releaoe I Re-Jea.:oe 
Paid by Paid by time Paid by Paid by time 
Professional activity school teacher provided school teacher provtded 
---- ----
-
I. Graduate course-
work I 2 3 I 2 
2. Conferences for 
the arts I 2 3 I 2 
3. Workshops/ clinics I 2 3 I 2 
4. Inservice uainina I 2 3 I 2 
5. Other (specify) 1 2 3 1 2 
2 3 1 2 
FINA."'CIAL SUPPORT 
20. What is the approximate total annual operational budaet for your school 
dislrict? Please write in. 
21. Please e~aimate the amount of expenditures for the arts in your d1stnct~ 
(Specialists, materials, field lrips, etc.} Please write in. 
22. In your opinion would the school board in your district be willing to commit 
additional financial resources toward making the arts a pan of basic 
educationi 
Yes 
No 
1 
2 
Conunent ______________________________________________________________________ _ 
23. Does your district use financial suppon from the fallowing sources to fund 
the visual, performing, or literary arts? Circle all that apply, 
Yes No NA 
1. Federal ifOvemment 1 2 3 
2. State Department of Education 1 2 3 
3. Nebraska Arts Council 1 2 3 
4. Other state aKenciea 1 2 3 
5. Educational Service Units 1 2 3 
6. PTA or parent booster aroupa 1 2 3 
7. Local art& &Kcnciea 1 2 3 
8. Conununity aroupa 1 2 3 
9. Private fundina agencies 1 2 3 
5 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
COMMUNITY C(X)RDINATJON 
24. Which of tbe followin~r resource a doe a your distriCt uae to supplement 1ts 
25. 
viaual, performinll'. and litenry uta prOifl"&ms~ Circle oil that apply. 
Resources 
Convnunity from outside 
resources the convnunity 
Yeo No Yes No 
I. None 1 2 1 2 
2. Art centers 1 2 1 2 
3. Museums 1 2 1 2 
4. Galleries 1 2 1 2 
5. Art clubs 1 2 1 2 
6. Exhibitions 1 2 1 2 
7. Arti au-in-residence 1 2 1 2 
8. Colleae/university Fine 
Ana Department 1 2 1 2 
9. Ana a!lencies 1 2 1 2 
10. Orchestra 1 2 1 2 
11. Music litf'Oups 1 2 1 2 
12. Drama !lroups I 2 I 2 
13. Dance KTOUpa I 2 I 2 
14. libraries I 2 I 2 
15. Park and recreation I 2 1 2 
16. Parent advocacy ift'Oups 1 2 1 2 
17. Business/ corporations 1 2 I 2 
18. Other (specify) I 2 I 2 
2 I 2 
2 1 2 
2 I 2 
1• nonfinancial support foe tbe oct& In your school district stronl<!': 
example, participation in arts activities, attendance at arts events) 
Strona 
Moderate 
Weak 
Nonexistent 
I 
2 
3 
4 
(for 
26. Please indicate whether or not you have observed any of the followLn~ 
benefiu from arts education activities in your school district. 
Yes ~o 
I. Arts activities have !lenerated positive 
covera!le in the media for schools and 
the district I 2 
2. Quality ana prOKT&ms have contributed to a 
school's ability to attract and retain students I 2 
3. Unusual or outstandina achievement of 
individual students and/or aroupa of 
students in the arts bas resulted 1 2 
4. Achievement in other content areas has been 
enhanced/stren!lthened by instructional 
pro2rama in one or more of the arts areas I 2 
5. Ana activities have drawn atrOnlit aupport 
from parents and the convnunitY I 2 
6. Otbec I 2 
27. Do you believe that the study or lhe ans is basic to education? 
6 
Ye• 
1 
No 
2 
1 
J 
_] 
28. In Keneral, how would you propose KoinK about makine the arts a bas1c 
subject ia the curTiculwn? Read the list below and select your top four 
choicea. Rank them in priority order (nwnber 1 betnll your first pnor11y .. nd 
number 4 your last). Writ!!! the item numbers in the blanks provided. 
Item 
• Include arts as a eraduation requirement .... 
• Increase arts education staff at the 
Nebraska Department of Education........... 2 
Allocate more state funds to an.s 
pro~ams in public school&.................... 3 
• Establish measurable sequential PRIORITY 
• 
an.s education curricula,, ..................... . 
Increase advocacy I awareness for 
the importance of arts education 
4 
in the community................................. 5 
• Include the arts as a college 
First Second 
Priority Pnonty 
admission requirement........................... 6 ---- ----
Establish cooperative coalitions 
among education and arts KTOUPS............ 7 
Infuse l.he arts into other 
subject areas ...................................... 8 
• Strengthen the arts educuion 
criteria in the elementary 
teachinll endorsement..................... •...• 9 
Increase the use of professional 
resources (museums, workshops, 
an.is;t performances) ............................. 10 
Increase the availability of an.s 
education proerams for the 
lliteneral public ..................................... 11 
Increase professional development 
oppon.unities for arts educators.. ............. 12 
Third 
Priority 
Fourth 
Priori lY 
29. What do you believe should be done to strengthen arts prO!lrams in your 
district? From the list below s;;c:lect your top three choices for each art area. 
Rank them in priority order (nwnber 1 bein~ your first priority and number J 
your last). Write the item numbers in the blanks provided. 
Item 
Increas;;e staff ................... . 
Curriculum development/ 
review/revision............... 2 
Increase budget................. 3 
lmprove facilities............... 4 
Expand or improve 
supplies/equipment.......... S 
Increase inst.ructional 
time/schedule changes..... 6 
Increase course or 
activity offerina-s ............ 7 
Inservice trainin~............... 8 
Nothinll............................. 9 
Visual arts 
Music 
Drama/theater 
Dance 
Creative writing 
PRIORITY 
First Second Third 
Priority PrioritY Priority 
30. In a-eneral, do you think support for the arts programs in your school district 
will: (Circle your response.) 
Increase 
Decrease 
Stay the •ame 
2 
3 
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1. Respondent's name 
Title 
Organization 
Address 
ARTS EDUCATION SURVEY 
City State Zip 
SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
2. For the following areas, which arts education programs do you offer to schools? 
Circle all that apply. 
Music I 
Visual Music/ instru- Drama/ Cr·eative 
arts vocal mental theatre Dance writing 
- - - -0 0 0 0 0 0 
O.c:.c O.,c.c D..c::.c O.c.c: O.,.c:.c: O..c-~ ..c:: bO bO ~ .c bl! bO >. ..c:: btl bO ?-! .c bO bO >. .c tul bJl >. .c tl ~ 
1-< 0 ..... .... 1-o 0 ..... ·- 1-. 0 .... ..... 1-o 0 ..... ..... c.. 0 ..... ..... 1-< 0 
19 U1::r:::r: !1tn:c:c: ~U):r::::r:: ~(/)::r:::r: ~Vl:c::r: e[/) 
~V1-o1-o CQ)~-o~-., C::lll1-oL-. C::IU1-o1-o ~V1-o1-o C::ll>~-.· (l}.....,oo (].) ...... co lll ........ oo v ...... oo v ....... oo Q),.....cO 
E -o ·- ·- E -o ·- ·- E -o ·- ·- E -o ·- ·- E -o ·- ·- E -o ·- ·-Q.)ucc v-oc= Q.l"''cc Q.l'OCC v'tlC:::C:: a..;-oc::= 
-;.::~v .-;,::::lo -:.;;:::::Jv ...... · .... oru ...... ;,::::.v ...... ;.::::~ w~-,U1 w~-.(/) w~~[/) w::;-,rJ) w~ ......... U1 w...-:--.~ 
1. Residencies 
( 5 or more days) I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 
2. Visits (less 
than 5 days) 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 
3. Workshops for 
students 1 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 
4. Performances 1 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 
5. Field trips 
to your facility I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 
6. Pre-service 
for teachers/ 
administrators 1 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 
7. In-service 
for teachers/ 
administrators I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 1 2 3 I 2 3 
8. Exhibits I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 1 2 3 I 2 3 
9. Other (specify) 1 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 I 2 3 
1 
~ ~ 
I 
'i I 
i 
3. Of the programs you circled in question 2, which arts education programs do 
schools actually use? Circle all that apply. 
Visual 
arts 
~ 
0 
O_c.c 
Music/ 
vocal 
~ 
0 
O_c_c 
(:> ~ -~ -~ 
~ifJ::r:::C: 
c:: Q.l 1-. 1-o 
Music/ 
instru-
mental 
~ 
-0 
0 
>.-" ~ u 
."l(/) 
" ~ ~-
.c.c 
-~ -~ ;r:;r: 
... ... 
0 0 
·a ·a 
Drama I 
theatre 
~ 
0 
O_c_c 
>t ..c bt bO 
1-. (,) ·- .... !lf/):r::r: 
c:: Q.l 1-. 1-. 
Q.)- 0 0 
Dance 
~ 
0 
0 
>.-" ~ u 
."l(/) 
" ~ ~-
.c.c 
bD bD 
;r:;r: 
~ ... 
0 0 
·a ·t:: 
Creative 
wriling-
~ 
0 
0 
c-5 
."l (/) 
" ~ ~-
.c.c 
-~ -~ ;r:;r: 
... ... 
0 0 
c ~ -~ .!:0 2(/):r:::r: 
c:: Q.l 1-. 1-. 
Q.)- 0 0 
E " ·~ -~ Ill "'0 c:: c:: 
.... :I 4.l @:g~{/) 
4.l- 0 0 E -o ........ 
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_ .... :liD 
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1. Residencies 
(5 or more days) 
2. Visits (less 
than 5 days) 
3. Workshops for 
students 
4. Performances 
5. Field trips 
to your facility 
6. Pre-service 
for teachers/ 
administrators 
7. In-service 
for teachers/ 
administrators 
8. Exhibits 
9. Other (specify) 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
2 3 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
2 3 
I 2 3 
I 2 3 
2 3 
2 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
2 3 
1 2 3 
2 3 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
I 2 3 
2 3 
123123 
2 3 1 2 3 
123123 
123123 
123123 
1 2 3 
I 2 3 
2 3 
1 2 3 
2 3 
2 3 
2 3 
2 3 
2 3 
2 3 
2 3 
2 3 
2 3 
2 3 
2 3 
2 3 
2 3 
1 
l 
J 
J 
I 
4. What arts education programs could you offer to schools that you are not now 
offering? Circle all that apply. 
1. Residencies 
(5 or more days) 
2. Visits (less 
than 5 days) 
3. Workshops for 
students 
4. Performances 
5. Field trips 
to your facility 
6. Pre-service 
for teachers I 
administrators 
7. In-service 
for teachers I 
administrators 
8. Exhibits 
9. Other (specify) 
Vi sua I 
arts 
-0 o..,.., 
c .g .!!' .!!' 
_ecn::r:::r: 
c: d) c.. c.. 
Q) ...... 0 0 E -c ·~ ·~ 
G) "'0 c c::: 
......... ;:1 (L} 
w:::E~cn 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
Music/ 
vocal 
-0 o..,.., 
~.cODbD ~ 0 ........ 
~U1::C::t 
c Q) J-. c.. 
Q) .... 0 0 E -o ......... 
Q) ""0 c c 
........... ;:1 v 
w::E~CI) 
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1 2 3 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
1 2 3 
I 2 3 
1 2 3 
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Music/ 
instru-
mental 
-
-0 
0 .<: .<: 
;., .<: bJJ Ill ~ 0 .......... 
~U1:r::r:: 
c v ~ c.. 
v.-oo E -c ·~ ·~ 
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- .... ;:1 Q) 
u.l:E"""fl) 
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theatre 
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Dance 
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c 
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Creative 
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PROGRAM FUNDING 
5. What would enable you to provide the arts education programs you indicated in 
question 4? 
1. Funding from the federal government 
2. Funding from State Department of Education 
3. Funding from Nebraska Arts Council 
4. Funding from your local arts agency 
5. Funding from PTA or parent groups 
6. Funding from community groups 
7. Funding from private groups 
8. Funding from businesses/corporations 
9. Demand from school 
10. Support from parent advocacy groups 
11. Cooperation among local arts organizations 
12. Appropriate facilities 
13. Other (specify) _______________ _ 
Yes 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
No 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
NA 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
6. Does your organization currently receive financial support from the following sources 
to fund your arts education programs in the schools? 
1. P'ederal government 
2. State Department of Education 
3. Nebraska Arts Council 
4. Other state agencies 
5. EduCational Service Units 
6. PTA or parent booster groups 
7. Local arts agencies 
8. Community groups 
9. Private funding agencies 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
Yes 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
No 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
NA 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
7 _ Approximately what is your total organizational budget? Please write in. 
8. What are your expenditures for arts education programs in the schools? 
Please write in. 
4 
-1 
J 
j 
9. Is your organization wil1ing to commit additional financial resources toward 
making the arts a part of basic education? 
Yes 
No 
I 
2 
Comment ______________________________________________________________________________ ___ 
SCHOOL COORDINATION 
I 0. Are the equipment and materials provided by the schools for your arts 
education programs 1) inadequate. 2) adequate, 3) more than adequate? 
Please circle your response. 
Middle School/ 
Elementary Junior High Senior High 
" c " c " ... ... ... c 
"' " " " "' " "' " "' " "' " 
" 
... 
.!: ~
" 
... 
.!: ... 
" 
... 
.c ... 
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"' "' 
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"' ... "' 
" " " " " " " " " -o 0' 0 0' -o 0' " 
0' 
-o 0' 
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0' 
"' " 
" "' "' " " " "' " 
" " c -o 0-o c -o 0 -o c -o 0-o
-
< :::;: "' ~ .< :::;: "' ~ < :::;: "' 
--
1. Visual arts I 2 3 I 2 :3 I 2 3 
2. Music-vocal 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 
3. Music-
instrumental 1 2 3 1 2 3 l 2 3 
4. Drama I theatre 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 
5. Dance 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 
6. Creative writing 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 
7. Other 
(specify) 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 
t l. Do you believe that the study of the arts is basic to education? 
Yes 1 
No 2 
5 
12. In general, how would you propose going about making the arts a basic subject in 
the curriculum? From the list below select your top 4 choices. Rank them in priority 
order (number 1 being your first priority and number 4 your last). Write the item 
numbers in the blanks provided. 
Item 
• Include arts as a graduation requirement 1 
• Increase arts education staff at the 
Nebraska Department of Education 
• Allocate more state funds to arts 
programs in schools 
• Establish measurable sequential 
arts education curricula 
• Increase advocacy I awareness for 
the importance of arts education 
in the community 
• Include the arts as a college 
admission requirement 
• Establish cooperative coalitions 
among education and arts groups 
• Infuse the arts into other 
subject areas 
• Strengthen the arts education 
criteria in the elementary 
teaching endorsement 
• Increase the use of professional 
resources (museums, workshops, 
artist performances) 
• Increase the availability of arts 
education programs for the 
general public 
• Increase professional development 
opportunities for arts educators 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
Priority 
1st 2nd 3rd 4th 
13. In the future, what do you expect will be your organization's commitment to 
arts education programs in the schools? Circle your response. 
It wi11 increase 
Il will decrease 
1 
2 
It will remain the same 3 
Comment: 
6 
··~ 
I 
1 
I 
l 
I 
J 
J 
